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Your Whittier College Poet family invites you to return to campus to celebrate your milestone reunion
and reconnect with the College and fellow Poets. This year, the College also celebrates a milestone:

125 Years of Defining Leadership
With our special 125th programming, “birthday parties,”

Plus:

and other reunion activities, this promises to be a Whittier

• Alumni Professionals Networking Reception

Weekend for the records—you don’t want to miss it!

• Political Science Symposium

Here is a sampling of what you can expect:

• President’s State of the College Address

• Homecoming Tailgate “Birthday Blowout”

• Poet 5K Fun Run/Walk
• Purple & Gold Athletics Hall of Fame Induction

Featuring Alumni Reunions/All-Society Mixer/

• Parade of Poet Athletes

LGBT Reception

• Los Angeles Arts Mini-Course

• The 1-2-5 WC Birthday Jam
An 80s Throwback Dance Party, featuring

• Reunion Gatherings
• 41st Annual Tardeada…and much, much more!

D.J. Richard Blade (formerly of KROQ)
• The 100th Birthday of the Rock
Whittier College’s icon turns a century!

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
For a more complete & up-to-date schedule of events:
www.whittier.edu/whittierweekend2012
Questions? Please contact us:
562.907.4222 or alumni@whittier.edu

Celebrating 125 Years of Service
For 125 years combined, political science professors Mike McBride
(43 years), Fred Bergerson (41 years), and John Neu (41 years) have
defined leadership in the classroom, preparing four decades of
graduates to lead in their respective careers.
Join us for a special dinner honoring their legacy of service.
Thursday, October 25, 2012
5:30 p.m.—cocktails; 6:30 p.m.—dinner
A.J. Villalobos Hall at Whittier College

For more information, visit www.whittier.edu/125thanniversary.
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WHITTIER’S BLOGOSPHERE

The

Rock

Editor’s Notes

The Magazine of Whittier College

EDITOR’S NOTE: As the editorial staff for

able to engage in a rich and candid discus-

The Rock, we have a pretty good idea about

sion about the obstacles for multinationals

what you read related to Whittier College—

in Argentina, as well as talk about the issues

The Rock, of course! But this time, we

of environmental sustainability in a country

thought to share with you some of the read-

that becomes more and more valuable for its

ing material that we explore to keep in touch

natural resources every day. The days here

with our broader (and local) Poet community.

just keep getting better and better!”

Below is a sampling of Whittier weblogs—

s Karthryn Harrold ’13 was among 25

basically journal entries written and shared
online by some members of our Poet Nation,
from alumni to students, faculty to President
Herzberger. Like the stories and articles
you find here in The Rock, these blogs are a
wonderful way to gain insight as to who our
Whittier students are today, and what kind of

students in Professor Dan Duran’s Managing
Multinationals Jan Term course who traveled to
Buenos Aires, Argentina. The course is designed

“Today was an absolute blast! I got to meet
ex-government officials and actors, talk to a
Sri Lankan Aussie about American politics, make
friends with a young Naval Officer stationed
in Galle, amaze the crowd by eating with my
hands, and all this before 5 p.m. I’d say a
pretty awesome Day 3 in Sri Lanka. I can’t even
begin to imagine what 9 months will bring!”

s Bryanna Benedetti ’11 at the onset of her
nine-month Fulbright Fellowship project, in
which she conducted research on the role that
youth organizations play in achieving lasting

to Microcentro, the heart of business in
Buenos Aires. It was there that we were
graciously hosted by an actual partner of
Baker & McKenzie, Mr. Gabriel Gomez Giglio.
It was an incredible opportunity to speak in an

global business world.

Sarah Berjaoui ’14
Olga Jiminez ’12
Andrew Kim ’12
Samantha Quintanar ’13

Contributors

“During the Golden Twenties period in
Berlin under the Weimar Republic, Ku’damm
was a hub of activity day and night. In
between initial orientation sessions I
strolled down the avenue while getting my
first taste of German culture. That evening

Lance Franey ’09
Tony Leon
Judy Devine
The Quaker Campus
President

Sharon D. Herzberger
Vice President for Advancement

Elizabeth Power Robison

my program’s director invited us all for dinner at a biergarten in Tiergarten, which is
basically Berlin’s central park.”

s Mike Gale ’13 spent the fall semester
studying in Berlin and wrote about his experiences getting to know both Germany and
other European countries.

The Rock, Spring 2012
Volume 82, Number 1
Copyright © 2012 Whittier College
The Rock is published by
Whittier College
Our mailing address is:

“As many of you know, I am an early riser
and often try to get my exercise out of the
way first thing in the morning (after checking email, of course). This morning I found
the swimmers doing laps, and the women’s
LAX and softball teams exercising and running through drills. Go Poets! Let’s win!”

intimate boardroom setting with such a sea-

s President Sharon Herzberger began

soned and knowledgeable attorney. The brief

blogging late last year; here, you can find

we had received from three students earlier

her impressions of the sights and stories of

in the day was invaluable, as we each were

campus, her thoughts on the educational
industry, and Whittier’s bright future.
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Communications Interns

Poet to Poet

President’s BloG

“The afternoon was spent with a trip back

Lime Twig

Liliana Serylo ’14
Ann Gronewold

peace in a post-war Sri Lankan society.

Poets in Argentina

Art Direction

of managing multinational businesses in the

Berlin Study Abroad
A Fulbrighter in Sri Lanka

managing Editor

Ana Lilia Barraza

to expose students to the theory and practice

dynamic student experiences we deliver.
If you’d like to
know more about
these bloggers or
others, just head to
our Whittier College
news page online,
www.whittier.edu/
news, and click on
the “Blogger” icon
at the top of the
page. Then open,
read, explore!

Editor

Dana A. S. Rakoczy

The Rock
Office of Communications
Whittier College
13406 Philadelphia St.
P.O. Box 634
Whittier, CA 90608
Phone (562) 907–4277
Fax (562) 907–4927
E-mail: therock@whittier.edu
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President’s Corner
Celebrating a milestone in whittier’s distinguished history

I want to welcome our new graduates to the Whittier College Alumni Association. And as we view all alumni as members
of the family, we should warn you that you now have about 15,000 Poet relatives. They live in six continents, 54 countries,
and every single U.S. state and territory, with the exception of the Virgin Islands.
Come to alumni events and rub elbows with the founder of Rhino Records, an Emmy-winning director, the former CFO for
Apple, a California State Senator, a Newbury award-winning children’s author, and coaches for the National Football League
and Major League Baseball—not to mention the numerous doctors, lawyers, and CEOs. Whatever you want to become, in our
alumni body we have family members to guide you.
Members of our Whittier alumni family are leaders. They chair boards of major corporations; direct nonprofits; lead global
initiatives for multinational corporations; serve as college presidents and justices of state Supreme Courts. They have achieved
high ranks in all branches of the military, and one was even elected to the highest position in this land.
These words were first

broad-based liberal arts education. The

devotion to students’ success. This is

spoken at Commencement

writer Jessamyn West ’23 aptly char-

why Whittier is one of the top produc-

in 2009 by Rick Gilchrist

acterized the early Whittier as a school

ers of graduates who earn Ph.D.s in

’68, who then chaired

where a “student who is taught how to

science. Why Whittier’s graduates gain

Whittier’s Board of

think will not need to be taught what to

ready entry into graduate and profes-

Trustees. Similar words

think”—wise words that we follow to

sional schools of their choice. Why

have been read every

this day.

our students win prestigious national

year since to graduating

After 125 years, how proud our

fellowships and awards. And why, in

Poets to remind them of

founders would be. From Founders Hall,

a recent longitudinal study of schools

the history of this venerable College, the

opened in 1894, the College has grown

from across the nation, Whittier earns

impact of generation after generation of

to encompass 48 buildings on our cam-

top honors in “Good Teaching and High

Whittier alumni, and the high expecta-

pus in Whittier, with a second campus

Quality Interactions with Faculty.”

tions we hold for their success. They are

added in Orange County for our law

fitting words to share with you, as we

school. Struggling to enroll just a few

After each Commencement
ceremony, my husband David and

dedicate 2012 to celebrating 125 years

students in the early years, Whittier has

I walk the field greeting and saying

of Whittier’s legacy.

grown to 1,625 undergraduates, 109

goodbye to students we have watched

graduate education students, and 705

grow into articulate, competent, and

law students this year.

confident adults. And we talk with the

And what a legacy! Our founders
set out to establish a college in 1887—
in part to quell the intemperance,

And education is not only happening

parents who want to express their pride

gambling, and dancing springing up

on our two campuses. Our commit-

and their gratitude for the education

in the wild, wild West. They thought a

ment to preparing global citizens and

that has brought their son or daughter

college would bring a little culture to

leaders takes students well off-campus

to this fine day.

their recently established town as well.

for learning. Whittier Law School runs

Whittier changes lives. All of us

Since our founders were Quakers,

five summer abroad programs for law

who have the privilege of watching the

especially ones who revered the aboli-

students and talented undergraduates.

changes unfold could not be prouder

tionist poet John Greenleaf Whittier, our

Whittier faculty teach short courses that

to be part of the tradition of excellence

mission was clear from the beginning:

take undergraduates to South Africa,

that began 125 years ago.

Educate graduates to respect people

Cuba, China, Greece, Rome, France,

of all backgrounds and nationalities, to

Argentina, Ireland, and more and more

serve their communities, and to listen to

areas of the world.

the disparate voices of others and find

Amidst much change to the College

common ground. Even back in 1887,

in 125 years are two constants: The

our founders understood the value of a

quality of our faculty and the faculty’s

Sharon Herzberger
President

f As usual, I welcome
your good advice
(president@whittier.edu.).
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REPORT CARD

Photos by Ian Bradshaw Photography

Around the rock

National Study Underscores Value of Liberal Arts Curriculum

When it comes to gaining admission

report. “At Whittier, and among fellow

Among the Annapolis Group

to graduate school or generally

Annapolis Group institutions, we know the

study’s career-related findings:

preparing to meet life’s challenges,

kind of top-notch education we deliver and

graduates of Whittier College and other

the impact it has on our graduates. At its

residential liberal arts institutions give

core, our curriculum prepares our students to

their college experience higher marks than

be flexible, analytical, and solution-focused,

do graduates of private or public universi-

endowing them with the very skills they

ties. This study, released in November, was

need to be successful in whatever profes-

commissioned by the Annapolis Group, a

sional or personal path they choose to

consortium of America’s leading liberal

follow. And we are confident this works

arts colleges.

because we see it in action every day.”

“The results of this study come as

“Our graduates over the decades can

no surprise, and frankly only add to the

attest to this,” she added. “We have edu-

mounting evidence supporting the true

cated doctors, lawyers, teachers, business

value of liberal arts programs,” said

professionals, social workers, engineers, and

President Herzberger in response to the

almost any other career you can imagine.

And, as one of three colleges west of
the Mississippi to produce a U.S. president,
we know well what educational training
in the liberal arts can achieve.
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•R
 egarding preparation for their first job,
76% of liberal arts college graduates
rated their college experience highly,
compared to 66% who attended public
flagship universities.
•8
 9% of liberal arts college graduates
reported finding a mentor while in
college, compared to 66% for public
flagship universities.
•6
 0% of liberal arts college graduates
said they felt “better prepared” for
life after college than students who
attended other colleges, compared to
34% who attended public flagship
universities.
• L iberal arts college graduates are more
likely to graduate in four years or
fewer, giving them a head start on their
careers and on their graduate education,
compared to the average five-to-six year
graduation rate for those attending
public flagship universities.

>> A
 ll together, 37 members of the Class of 2012 graduated
Cum Laude (15), Magna Cum Laude (15), and Summa Cum Laude (7);
72 graduated with Academic Distinction in their Major.

E

KEEPING SCORE
FROM WITHIN
Student Survey Affirms
Whittier’s Excellence
Once again, Whittier College freshmen
and seniors who participated in the 2011 National
Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) gave the
College high marks in the areas of level of academic
challenge, student-faculty interaction, enriching educational experiences, and other benchmark categories
that are predictive of successful learning.
The NSSE report, “Fostering Student Engagement
Campuswide—Annual Results 2011,” details research
from a 2011 survey of 416,000 first-year students
and seniors attending 673 U.S. colleges and universities nationwide. The report’s theme illustrates the
value of connecting student engagement results to
specific campus programs and units to encourage
greater collaboration to improve the quality of the

a must-read
STUDENT NEWSPAPER AWARDED NATIONAL HONOR
While hundreds of outstanding

Receiving awards for individual merit

college newspapers from across the

were Tyler Butler ’14, for Best News Photo,

country competed for the top category,

and Neal Behrendt ’11, who won Best Story

Whittier College’s weekly student newspaper,

for his article “In the Face of Adversity,

Quaker Campus, was awarded First Place with

Hijab Smothers Hatred” that ran on the

Special Merit by the American Scholastic Press

front page of the winning issue.

Association. Entries were judged on a number

“This is such a great achievement for

of categories, including content coverage,

[us],” said Managing Editor Sean Bahar ’14.

page design, editing, and creativity. Whittier

“What makes it even more special is that

College’s Quaker Campus received a grand total

Whittier has no major in this field—that

of 965 points out of 1,000 possible points.

means everyone is here solely because they

“You have an excellent school newspaper,
which shows the creativity and journalistic

have a strong passion for journalism.”
“Of course it’s good for the paper’s rep-

knowledge of your editors, reporters, writers,

utation,” said former Editor-in-Chief Neslie

photographers, layout/graphic designers, and

Tumulac ’11, “[but] I also think it adds to

advisor,” said one judge.

everyone’s QC experience—especially when
it can be included on their resumés.”

undergraduate experience.
“The central message is that providing opportunities, activities, and environments supportive of
learning and student success is a concern that should
permeate the campus,” said NSSE Director Alexander
C. McCormick.
On the heels of this report, Whittier received
more detailed information about results collected from
another important study our students participated in:
the Wabash Study of Liberal Arts Education, which
measured student assessments from 49 colleges and
universities over a five-year span (announcement
previously noted in The Rock, Fall 2011, p.9). Getting
into the granular level, Poet student responses placed
Whittier at No. 1—far outdistancing the nearest competitor—in the category of “good teaching and high
quality interaction with faculty,” and the No. 2 position
in “academic challenge and high expectations.”

a IN BETWEEN DEADLINES. Quaker Campus staffers Katie Jenkins-Moses ’13, Mauricio Escobar ’14,
Linda Park ’12, Celina Adame ’12, Angel Gonzalez ’12, and Rachel See ’12 review recent issues of the
campus newspaper.

>> The first weekly issue of the Quaker Campus was published on September 1, 1914.
5
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reality in simulation

Around the rock

Military Training Center Provides Backdrop for “Warfare” Class

On a cold Thursday morning,

room for a meeting with Fort Irwin’s

in urban warfare prior to their deploy-

political science professor Fred Bergerson

commanding officer Brigadier General

ment to Iraq and Afghanistan. The

boarded a charter bus with 17 of his stu-

Terry Ferrell.

California desert provides a perfect

dents and headed to Fort Irwin and the

Having served in the army for 28

background for these simulations that

National Training Center (NTC), located

years, Ferrell provided valuable insight

include a variety of buildings like

in California’s Mojave Desert. This highly

into the career path of a military officer.

mosques, schools, and markets filled

anticipated field trip to one of the major

He also spoke at length about the role

with Farsi- and Arabic-speaking actors

training areas for the U.S. Army is part

that the training center plays within

who play street vendors, local policemen,

of Bergerson’s January Interim course,

the military.

and insurgents.

Warfare: In Pursuit of Military Security.
Upon arriving at the NTC, the group

Approximately the size of Rhode

Standing on the roof of one of the

Island, the NTC houses 4,000 soldiers

makeshift buildings, students observed

was welcomed by 1st Lts. Nicholas

and their families and employs another

as soldiers rode into the town and were

Israel and Michael Keyser, who served

3,000 civilians. The fort has three schools

ambushed by insurgents. The observers

as guides during the visit. Israel is a

and a “one of everything,” including

were witnesses to a scene that included

member of the 11th Armored Cavalry

restaurants, stores, and a bowling alley.

exploding vehicles, wounded soldiers,

Regiment, the Blackhorse Cavalry,

About 50,000 soldiers pass through the

and controlled chaos.

stationed at the base to assist with the

NTC en route to posts in combat zones.

training rotations.
After a quick introduction, the students were ushered into a small lecture

One of the unique aspects of the

“How unexpected that truck bomb
would have been. They are just driving

base is the presence of several mock

down the road and the next thing you

towns, which are used to train troops

know, stuff just got real. It kind of puts
the things that the soldiers go through
in a lot more real perspective. It’s easier
now to empathize with people who just
came back and are jumpy at the sign of
anything. It makes sense now. If you can
be driving down the street and the wall
blows up, I’d be jumpy at everything,
too,” said Ryan Richard ‘13.
According to Bergerson, one of
the goals of this trip is, in fact, to connect students to the realities faced by
military personnel.
“Prior to coming here I definitely
had respect for the military and for what
they do. But actually seeing it in action,
I think you get an even greater respect
and an awareness of how real it is,”
said Tyler Zickel ‘12.
“We play video games and see it
on TV, but you can detach from it. Being
here and seeing it actually happen in
the simulation, that is real, or as close to

TRIGGERED. Whittier students, positioned high above the action below, cast long and eerie shadows over a military training exercise,
designed to simulate a car bomb explosion taking place in a typical town.

6

real as we are going to get,” he adds.

>> F
 or the latest news about Whittier College’s 125th Celebration
check out: www.whittier.edu/125thAnnivesary.
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STRAIGHT AND NARROW
Internship Continues Student on Path to Political Aims

f SUCCESSION TRAINING. Miguel Santana ’91 works
closely with intern Adrian Gonzales ’12 to help
prepare him for a life in public service.

to edit several parts of the report and
created a chart aggregating what many
other cities are doing about holding banks
more socially responsible.
“For six weeks, I participated in the
policy analysis for the report, speaking with
council members, chiefs of staff, city clerks,
chief investment officers, and other government officials from across the country.”
Gonzales also conducted a fiscal policy
analysis to evaluate alternative costs for fire
and emergency services between the City of
Los Angeles and the San Fernando Valley,
and served as a staff aide for the City of Los
Angeles Quality and Productivity Commission.
Conducting policy research and drafting
official documents in his previous internship
with the city manager of Whittier, Gonzales
For Adrian Gonzales ’12—a young

the first big step for me and my family, and

acquired core knowledge and developed skills

aspiring public servant—the 15th

now working for the second biggest

necessary to his current role. In addition,

floor of City Hall is less of an office and

city in the nation is second.”

he recognizes that his Whittier classes

more of training ground for his future career

A political science and Whittier Scholars

in political science have provided a solid

in government. As a paid intern in the

Program (WSP) double major, Gonzales

foundation for his current career track. He

Los Angeles City Administrative Office,

worked toward this opportunity by taking

notes that everything he has learned here

working for fellow Poet and CAO Miguel

on other internships and being active on

has been relevant to his work success.

Santana ’91, Gonzales was involved in

campus—including co-leading the re-estab-

various projects dealing with finances,

lishment of the forensics teams at Whittier.

Whittier City Council. Despite the fact that

Former WSP director Joyce Kaufman

he decided to call off his campaign before

debt management, and sometimes assisting

In early 2012, he made a bid to run for

gave Gonzales the connection to Santana.

Election Day, Gonzales is not deterred and

Kaufman had worked with Santana, himself

is ready to take on whatever challenges will

Hall, as I’m walking up the stairs, I just have

a WSP alumnus, to establish an exclusive

come after graduation.

to take it in for a moment, because a year

internship for a Whittier College student.

ago I wouldn’t have imagined being where

Gonzales did his best to keep up the

with special assignments.
“Every day when I come up here to City

I am today,” said Gonzales.
“I come from a large family. My dad was

good connection.
As one of his major projects, he

“I have big aspirations—one day, hopefully, to run for Congress or President,” he
admits quite sincerely.
“For now, though, I have a quiver full

a high school dropout and my mom didn’t go

worked on a 68-page report submitted

of arrows, and I’m shooting as many possible.

to college; out of six children, I’m the first

to the mayor and city council about the

And we’ll just see how they land.”

to attend a four-year university. College was

Responsible Banking Ordinance. He helped

>> Info on upcoming art exhibits and artist talks at the Greenleaf
Gallery can be found online at www.whittier.edu/Greenleaf.
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NOT TO BE TAKEN
FOR GRANTED

stacking up
wardman library gets
new director

Around the rock

Whittier College StudentS Meet with State Legislators
Earlier this spring, Whittier College

cutting the grant means taking out more

juniors Mario Obando and Poonam Narewatt

loans, increasing domestic stress over

traveled to Sacramento to knock on the

finances, and essentially blocking potential

doors of their elected representatives and

and enrolled college students—from primar-

ask them to stop proposed cuts to the Cal

ily underrepresented communities—the

Grant program that would reduce the maxi-

chance to be what they want to be.”

mum award by 44 percent (from $9,708 to
$5,472) for students attending California’s

receive a Cal Grant—a little more than

private colleges and universities.

20 percent of all students—according to

The visit was part of the AICCU Day in

UPDATE. s
At press time,
we received word
that the Governor
approved a cut
of 5% to all
CalGrants, effective
July 1, 2012.

About 340 Whittier students currently

Financial Aid Director David Carnevale, who

the Capitol (Association of Independent

accompanied the students to Sacramento.

California Colleges and Universities), which

If this proposal is approved, more than

included a morning briefing with legislative

$3.1 million would be taken away from

members and a full day of advocating sup-

Whittier students—effectively putting at risk

port for Cal Grant funding.

the educational future of financially deserving,

“From the trip, I learned that politics

academically qualified students. The cut

are personal,” said Obando, who was one

will apply to both incoming and returning

of six students who met with the Governor

Cal Grant recipients starting in fall of 2012

Jerry Brown’s senior education policy maker.

(see note at left).

“For some politicians, cutting the grant

For Narewatt, the takeaway lesson

does not register because of their lack of

from the trip was the importance of con-

experience with having received this type

stituent input.

of state help. For the students though,

“If there is something that the
government is doing that directly affects
you, then it is important to write to your
representatives, rally, do whatever needs to
be done to make sure your voice is heard.
That does not mean we need to cause a
ruckus and get arrested. But it is important
to foster dialogue. I truly believe our input
affects the majority of our elected officials
and that it can make a difference. Our votes
matter to them, therefore our voices do
not fall on deaf ears.”
f STEPS AWAY FROM DECISION. Cal Grant
recipients and Whittier College “Day in the
Capital“ representatives Poonam Narewatt ’13,
Mario Obando ’13, and alumnus and Director
of Financial Aid David Carnevale ’97.

Announced in January, Laurel
Crump was named director of the
Bonnie Bell Wardman Library. Crump
began her tenure at Whittier in 2010 as
associate director, coming to the College
from University of North Florida, where
she served as director of public services.
Since Crump’s arrival, a number of
strategic changes have been implemented, predominantly with a goal
toward improving technology and
electronic access to the library’s significant collections and resources. To date,
Wardman Library has re-launched its
web presence with greater functionality
and research tools, established a dedicated social media channel, acquired
tablet computers for use by students
and faculty, and forged key partnerships
with the Media Services and Information
Technology departments to enhance
the breadth and support for academic
instruction and training.
Crump becomes the seventh director
of the Whittier College library since its
inception on campus in 1905. Past
directors include longstanding icons

Not pictured: Trustee Kate Wiley P’11,
who traveled from the Bay Area to support
the Whittier group and participate in the
day’s activities.

Anna Thomlinson, Class of 1905 alumna
(23 years), Benjamin Whitten (30 years),
and Philip O’Brien, Class of 1961 alumnus
(36 years).
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>> To get the latest news about this issue, go to
www.whittier.edu/savecalgrants.

E

ACTING UP
Alumna Shares Personal Tale, Encourages Individual Action

Linda Biehl ’65, co-founder of

students prepared for her campus

the Amy Biehl Foundation, was

lecture via summer reading assignments

the inaugural Fellow for the Center of

that introduced them to issues in South

Engagement with Communities (CEC).

Africa and to the writings of former

Bringing with her a wealth of experi-

South African president Nelson Mandela.

ence as an international philanthropist

Throughout the year, these readings

and peace activist, Biehl spoke to vari-

have served as the curricular platform

ous classes, met with students, faculty,

for all first-year writing courses.
The CEC, directed by Professor Joyce

and community members, and was the
2011 New Student Convocation Speaker

Kaufman, is an expansion of Whittier’s

during her weeklong residency.

proud history of partnering with
communities—those surrounding the

With an obvious passion for her

College and beyond—and builds upon

various current projects in post-apartheid

the successful College & Community/

South Africa. She challenged students to
make a true commitment to service that
goes beyond “getting their hours.”
“Make it real,” she said, “For real
engagement it takes energy. It takes
passion. It takes good motivation, and it

a Linda Biehl

takes commitment. Then it is real. Then
we become human beings together.”
She then invited Whittier College

Community & College program that
exemplifies Whittier’s commitment to
applied learning and to educating
students for citizenship and service.
“I think the main message we should
all take away from Linda’s remarkable
story is that one individual can make a

work—the Order of Companion of O.R.

difference, not only in our community but

Tambo, presented to her by President

in the world,” said Kaufman.

students to travel to Cape Town to work

Thabo Mbeki. The President’s office

as interns within her foundation.

cited her “outstanding spirit of forgive-

“You have so many talents,” she

Photo by Steven Burns Photography

work, Biehl spoke about the foundation’s

ness in the wake of the murder of her

TOPICAL

praised. “When students [like you] come

daughter and contributing to the promo-

to teach kids computers, those kids are

tion of non-racism in post-apartheid

so thrilled. The engagement between

South Africa.” Past recipients of this

Undergraduate Conference
Showcases Student Research

interns and the local children in the

award include former U.N. Secretary-

Two dozen Whittier College students and a number of faculty

townships just grows and grows.”

General Kofi Annan and, posthumously,

mentors participated in the 2011 Southern California Conference for

to Indian leader Mohandas Gandhi.

Undergraduate Research (SCCUR). During the conference, students

The Amy Biehl Foundation was
established in 1998 by Biehl and her

First-year student Kalin Ibrahim-

present their work either in 15-minute formal panel presentations

late husband Peter, five years after their

Bartley was clearly impressed by Biehl’s

daughter Amy was murdered in South

story of courage and activism: “I thought

Africa by political radicals while she was

it was amazing how she was able to take

Resource Use of the Indigenous Communities Surrounding the Tana

studying in the country as a Fulbright

her daughter’s death, which happened

River Primate National Reserve” to “Looking for the Perfect Beat: An

scholar. The Biehls turned the tragic death

in a really brutal way, and make it a

Investigation of Epistemological Spaces,” and “The Effects of Trade

of their daughter into action by creating

positive experience—to make amends

Union Membership on Levels of Poverty in the United States” to

the foundation to keep their daughter’s

and work with the people of South Africa

“Death is Better than Slavery: Freedom, Resistance and Agency.”

passion for helping others alive.

to better the education system.”

In 2009, Biehl was awarded South
Africa’s highest honor for her exemplary

Biehl’s visit served as part of the
First-Year Experience program. Incoming

chaired by faculty members, in poster form, or in performance.
Whittier students presented on topics ranging from ”Natural

Drawing over 500 participants from local colleges and univer
sities, SCCUR is broadly multi-disciplinary, including the sciences,
humanities, social sciences, arts, and performing arts.

>> Dr. Richard Solomon, president of the United States Institute of Peace, will
be the fall 2012 Fellow of the Center for Engagement with Communities.
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styled
Whittier Scholar Uses College Fashion to Launch Career

Around the rock

As a young girl, Lizbeth

how unique someone is dressed, telling

sense of style by looking through her

them ‘I love it,’ and watching the boost

mother’s issues of Vogue magazine. Her goal

of confidence they exude when they walk

was always to be different—whether it was

away. Style isn’t just about fashion, but

wearing colorful tights or adding unique

about bringing out our inner resonance.”

touches to her private school uniform.

Hernandez has been a regular contribu-

“Each piece had to make me stand out a

tor at CF since her junior year and even

little bit more than my peers,” she recalls.

blogged while vacationing in Vienna for a

So with the goal of becoming editor-

summer. Her entries—which include photos

in-chief for a fashion magazine like

highlighting fellow fashionable Poets’ suc-

Vogue, Elle, or Bazaar, Hernandez headed

cessful styling efforts—have twice appeared

for Whittier College to pursue a Whittier

on the USA Today’s college section.

Scholars major in “Visual as Business.” She

Photo courtesy of Lizbeth Hernandez

“As a style blogger, I love observing

Hernandez ’12 developed her

“Students [at Whittier] have the

also began to parlay her passion for fashion

opportunity to create a personalized major

into a viable career path, seizing every

that encourages them to embrace their

opportunity she found: fashion blogging for

individuality, giving us the courage, belief,

MySpace, winning an internship with Foam

and confidence to excel. With a school that

magazine, and becoming a “Style Guru” for

wants its students to ‘question the world

College Fashionista (CF), a blog dedicated

around them and figure out their place in it,’

to showing some of the latest styles on

I’m not surprised to see those ideals starting

college campuses around the world.

to appear in the style of the student body,”
she wrote in one of her blog entries.

harvest
Students Sow Sustainable Farming Project
Tended by students in a gardening collective and guided by history professor Natale
Zappia and sociology professor Sal Johnston, Whittier’s SUrF (Sustainable Urban Farm) is a 1/8 acre
micro-farm—raised beds and fruit trees—in the “front yard” of Wanberg Residence Hall. The experiment in sustainable urban agriculture is grounded in an emphasis on rehabilitating the soil, with the
added benefit of a chance to grow and eat locally produced food.
SUrF is not a traditional community garden; instead it functions as a learning laboratory. The
gardening collective works the entire micro-farm and shares the fruits of its labor, in addition to
tithing a portion of produce to a local food bank. Participants that complete the garden education
curriculum are eligible for internship placements in community organizations. Local groups that
have joined with the collective for collaborative projects include the Whittier Boys and Girls Club;
Bell Salvation Army and Grow Good Garden; and the L.A. Food Policy Council and Growing Good
Food working group.
POET GARDENERS. (L-R) Hannah Whitehurst ’12, Jake Hawkridge ’12, s
Melissa Davidson ’12, Professor Sal Johnston, Pema Grace ’13, and Duncan Ketel ’14.
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>> C heck out the new Sustainable Urban Farming blog
at www.whittiergarden.wordpress.com.

E

seat at the table
U.S. Senator George Mitchell Discusses
Peace Process in Middle East
During her senior year, she was
“The Israelis have a state, a very

appointed media intern by Amy Levin, her
mentor and the founder of CF. Among her

successful state. But what they don't

duties, Hernandez was charged with market-

have is assured and sustainable security

ing the blog on social media channels such

for their people. On the other hand, the

as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Pinterest,

Palestinians don't have a state. They

and was responsible for creating weekly

want one and they ought to have one.

“fashion trend” boards.

But the Palestinians are never going to
get a state if the people of Israel don’t

“From the beginning, Amy recognized

have a reasonable sense of security. And

out my different strengths and interests by

Israel is never going to get that security

offering me a variety of opportunities,”

until the Palestinians have a state. That

said Hernandez.

will be the ultimate test of leadership
Photo by Steven Burns Photography

my potential. She’s really helped me figure

Having now completed her Whittier
degree, Hernandez remains as busy as ever,
continuing to work for CF, applying to graduate school, and securing another internship
to expand her portfolio of experience.
But that’s not all—not by a longshot.
“Above all, I need to figure out how

on both sides.”
Fielding questions from the audience
about the grim prospect of nuclear development in Iran and the violent civil unrest
ongoing in Syria, Mitchell re-iterated the
need for cool heads and a continued U.S.
presence within the region.
A noted and successful diplomat,

and where I will make my own mark in the

Speaking to a diverse crowd

fashion industry....and that’s really what I’ll

of alumni, students, and com-

Mitchell has spent his post-senate years

be focusing on in the future.”

munity members, former Senate

helping to broker resolutions to some of

Majority Leader George J. Mitchell

the world's most critical conflict areas.

addressed The Implications of the

In the late 1990s, Mitchell chaired the

Arab Spring for Peace in the Middle

Northern Ireland Peace Talks that led to

East and other timely issues related to

the historic Good Friday agreement. He

international peace efforts, as the 2012

also served on an International Fact-

Feinberg Lecturer for Whittier College.

Finding Committee on violence in the

During his speech, Mitchell gave

Middle East in the early 2000s. Most

powerful insight into both the congres-

recently he was appointed by President

sional process and the United States’

Barak Obama as a U.S. Special Envoy

efforts to build peace in the war-torn

for Middle East Peace, a term which

areas of the Middle East—in particular,

concluded in 2011.

Photo by Van Urfalian

he spoke of the difficulties inherent
to building resolution between Israel

The Feinberg Lecture Series is made

and Palestine.

possible through an endowment estab-

“It's a huge and daunting chal-

lished by the late Sheldon Feinberg, a

lenge to rebuild trust, not only between

former trustee of Whittier College, and

the leaders, but between two peoples

his wife, Betty, in order to invite major

with such a long and painful history of

scholars to the College to discuss broad

conflict. They must get into negotiations,

historic, religious, and political issues

they must conclude negotiations in order

encompassed by Judaism and its role

to get what they want,” said Mitchell.

in changing the world.

>> “
 It took me eighteen years to do it, but I’ve finally made it. I’ve got
off the bench and onto the playing field.” – Richard Nixon ’34, 1952
homecoming celebration address.
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in residence

Around the rock

Photos by Danielle Kwasniowksi ’14

Alumnus and Top Environmental Scientist Schools Students

a SUSTAINABLE
LUNCH. Dr. James
Galloway had lunch
with Whittier College
students in the
Hartley Master House.

james n. galloway ’66 was not

encouraging students to try new things

In fact, his most recent research

always the ideal college student—during

and explore what will really make them

has led to the creation of a web-based

a recent two-day visit to campus he told

happy—making the most of their liberal

nitrogen calculator that measures an

students how he got a “D” in Western

arts education.

individual's impact on the nitrogen cycle—

Civilization, struggled with picking a

“It really is following your passion and

an approach that is similar to tracking a

major (“it was generally whatever class

being excited about what you’re doing,”

carbon footprint—according to factors

I was getting a B in that semester”), and

he says. “Goodness knows, if a person is

such as diet and transportation choices.

how his father had to sit him down and

not excited about what they are doing, it

As the inaugural Dezember House

give him “the talk,” encouraging him to

is going to be hard to sustain that activity

Alumnus-in-Residence, Galloway was

get down to business.

when times get a little tough.”

on campus this spring to meet with

Eventually, he would earn both

He himself was a potter and the

students, faculty, and staff and to be rec-

a B.A. and Ph.D. in biochemistry and

owner of a natural foods store before

ognized for his many achievements with

become an internationally respected

launching into his current career track.

the College’s “Poet Award.” During his

and award-winning biogeochemist,

As a result of this switch, he has become

two-day residency, he spoke at a num-

educator, and author.

an award-winning scientist, teacher,

ber of classes, toured the urban farm

and advocate in the field of environ-

learning laboratory, hosted a fireside

mental science.

chat, was interviewed by student media,

But despite his own rocky college start, Galloway still insists on

and delivered a lecture on “The Nitrogen

First, cut your food waste in half
by being conscious when buying and
conscious about what you have at home;
second, adjust your protein intake to
the amount recommended by the USDA.

Dilemma” at the Environmental Science
Colloquium, among other activities.
“He spoke about how our nitrogen
cycle can be changed by two simple acts
of individual responsibility,” explained
attendee Amanda Edwards ’13.

—Amanda Edwards ’13
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>> Sustainability, Media, and Social Change, The Mental Aspect of Human
Performance, and Animal Conservation and Welfare—just some Whittier
Scholar majors developed by Class of 2012 graduates.

E

NEW BUSINESS
Certificate Program announced
in Organizational Leadership
“First, cut your food waste in half by
being conscious when buying and

The Mellon Foundation has awarded

enthusiastic about this new opportunity,

conscious about what you have at home.

Whittier College a grant for $340K

and have put forth numerous ideas for

Second, adjust your protein intake to the

to support its business program and to

paired courses, and for “short modules”

amount recommended by the USDA.”

create a Certificate in the Liberal Arts of

within business courses.

Galloway has been called both a

Organizational Leadership Program (LAOLP),

In fact, Gotsch herself has piloted

“pioneer” and an “exceptional leader” on

among other enhancements. The target for

one such module with theatre professor Gil

global biogeochemical issues focusing

this three-year program, ministered through

Gonzalez. In this collaboration, principals

on documenting and understanding

the business administration department,

and fundamentals of her Management and

the massive changes occurring in the

will be to integrate aspects and ideas from

Organizational Behavior course are inte-

global nitrogen cycle—through his own

other disciplines—namely humanities—

grated with his workshop in theatre. Among

research, as well as through fostering a

into existing business courses, with a goal

the topics explored is a modern analysis

major international effort.

that students will develop critical business

of Shakespeare’s famous “St. Crispin’s Day”

leadership skills and advanced competencies

speech from Henry V as an example of man-

University of Virginia, University of

during the undergraduate years. The certifi-

agement and leadership in practice.

Maryland, and the Netherlands developed

cate program will be open to both majors

the nitrogen calculator. Launched in

and non-majors.

He and his colleagues at the

February 2011, it is a project of the

According to Jeff Decker, business

“The end result of this certificate
program,” sums up Gotsch, “will be that
our students will graduate with a deep

International Nitrogen Initiative (INI), a

professor and co-director for LAOLP, not only

understanding of the connections between

global network of scientists who share

will this new program help bridge a perceptual

leadership and the arts, humanities, and

research and data on the nitrogen

disconnect between business and the liberal

sciences. They’ll have the proverbial advan-

dilemma. Galloway was the founding

arts, it will also produce graduates who know

tage when applying for positions, but more

chair of INI.

how to be leaders and effective managers.

importantly, they’ll know what to do and

In 2008, Galloway was awarded

In particular, Decker and his departmental

the Tyler Prize for Environmental

colleagues are passionate about the inherent

Achievement (considered the Nobel Prize

possibilities in a rigorous and strategic cross-

equivalent) and elected a Fellow of the

training approach.

American Geophysical Union. In 2011,

“American businesses, those acting in

how to advance once they are on the job.”

Under this development grant
from the Mellon Foundation, the

he was selected as the Distinguished

the short-term, self-interested ways, are

following assets and resources

Guest Lecturer to the Environmental

a mess. So organizations must be guided

will be supported:

Chemistry Group of the Royal Society

by people who understand what it means

• The creation and/or modification of

of Chemistry in London. Among other

to do well—and to do good,” he regularly

notable leadership and advisory

tells his students.

positions, Galloway has served as a

And what this means, he continues,

more than 20 courses;
• Three new tenure-track business faculty
members who will be mentored by

trustee and president of trustees for the

will be that those who have a grasp of the

Bermuda Biological Station for Research,

importance of the liberal arts training and

Inc., and on the executive committee of

its significant benefit toward effective and

creation from key faculty in business

the Environmental Protection Agency's

lasting leadership will have the agility to

schools and programs at Harvard,

Sciences Advisory Board.

rise to the top and make a difference.

He is currently the Sidman P. Poole

Sociology professor Susan Gotsch

senior faculty in liberal arts disciplines;
• Assistance in new course/module

Stanford, McGill, and Hartwick; and
• The creation of a special program,

Professor of Environmental Sciences and

also serves as co-director for the program,

open to all students, that will grant

Associate Dean for the Sciences at the

working with faculty in the humani-

a Certificate in the Liberal Arts of

University of Virginia.

ties, sciences, and social sciences. She

Organizational Leadership.

notes that these colleagues have been

>> Opened in 1968, the Stauffer science building is the largest building on campus,
built on the site of Hadley field, the campus’ former athletic playing field.
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peace talks
Broadoaks Children Promote
peace Through Action
Third- through eighth-grade students from the

Around the rock

Broadoaks Children’s School joined with their teachers,
Whittier College students, President Sharon Herzberger,
and others last fall to spread a message of peace by forming a large human chain in the Campus Center. The effort
was planned in honor of the United Nations’ International
Day of Peace, and joyful shouts of “peace rocks!” could
be heard reverberating through the courtyard.
“It is wonderful to see our young students helping
to raise awareness about peace-building and other
important issues of the day on the Whittier College
campus,” said Judith Wagner, director of Broadoaks.

connecting with china
Lecture Draws Parallels to Nixon’s Historic Sojourn to Asia

“Activities like this honor Broadoaks’ heritage and
represent our efforts to help students develop leadership
skills they will use throughout their lives.”
“I think world peace is possible, not just for one
day, but every day,” sixth-grader Domenica Diaz told the

In a special visit to campus

“It's only as leaders in both Beijing

commemorating the anniversary of

and Washington are as bold in their

President Richard M. Nixon’s ’34 historic

approach of managing this relation-

trip to China, Richard Solomon delivered

ship as were president Nixon and

a talk on Enabling the Dragon: President

Chairman Mao, only as our leaders work

Nixon and the Week That Changed the

to develop the positive factors in the

World. Solomon is president of the U.S.

relationship while managing the areas

Institute of Peace, and in 1972, as a senior

of conflict, can they avoid the great costs

staff member of the National Security

that would return back to us with a new

Council, supported Nixon and Henry

era of confrontation. This is the great

Kissinger in opening relations with China.

challenge of managing the legacy of

“The Nixon initiative is one whose

Richard Nixon's opening with China.”

consequences today will shape in a

state for East Asian and Pacific affairs

the 21st century,” said Solomon, address-

from 1989 to 1992. He negotiated the

ing a full house in AJ Villalobos Hall.

Cambodia peace treaty, the first United
agreement; had a leading role in the

of reshaping this new international

dialogue on nuclear issues between

environment to our mutual benefit—

the United States and South and North

or, if we don't handle them well, to

Korea; helped establish the Asia-Pacific

considerable mutual cost.

Economic Cooperation initiative; and led
U.S. negotiations with Japan, Mongolia,

14

to each other,” added fellow classmate Andrew Gallegos.
“Our students know that they have a voice,” said
Wagner. “And by taking part in events like this, they are
raising their voices for a good cause.”

Nations “Permanent Five” peacemaking

the major world powers most capable

a Pictured above: Professor Deborah Norden,
Tyler Butler ’14, Richard Solomon, Meghan Wolf ’13,
Professor Fred Bergerson, and Poonam Narewatt ’13.

“A day like this makes it feel like one big family,
where everyone can talk to one another, and really listen

Solomon was assistant secretary of

major way the international relations of

“China and the United States are

local news media in an interview during the event.

and Vietnam on important bilateral
matters. In 1992-93, Solomon served

a JOG-A-THON. Broadoaks children raised more than
$12,000 in the spring to support emergency relief and
children’s causes including the Broadoaks ChildrenHelping-Children Project.

as U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines.

>> Catch all our latest College headlines and news on our
Twitter feed, at www.twitter.com/whittiercollege.

E

ENTER, STAGE LEFT
Introducing the Shannon Center’s New Manager

Meet Shane Cadman, new manager of the Ruth B. Shannon Center for the
Performing Arts, who officially began in spring 2011, after serving as interim director
for four months. Taking over from Dave Palmer, who served as director for 19 years,
he has some big shoes to fill.
During his short tenure, Cadman has worked

I was looking into having a concert here.

with the Whittier College community to keep

I knew it was a new venue, but when I first

the Shannon Center running smoothly, as

walked in, I was taken aback by the beauty

well as take steps to enhance operations,

and the intimacy of the space. And on top

especially in the area of community out-

of that, it had great acoustics! Fortunately,

reach. His varied background as a musician,

I was able to befriend David Palmer and

Shannon Center?

instructor, and administrator has aligned

perform here several times in the 90s.

SC: We’re at an interesting time in this

well with the diverse skill set required for

About seven years ago, I had the idea for

industry—there is a real fragmentation

the theater manager role. He holds an M.M.

RealNewMusic (a festival focusing on new

in the types of programming that people

in music from California State University,

artists), proposed it to David, and we’ve held

want, and in the way they want to hear

Fullerton, is an accomplished musician

this event every year since.

about it. On my second day here I made

and composer (he plays the electric bass,
saxophone and keyboard), and is also a parttime music instructor at Santiago College.

TR: How was it when you first started
as interim director?

TR: What are some of your plans for the

sure that we had our own Facebook page
and were on Twitter. These strategies tie
in with my desire to grow our audience, par-

SC: While my first impression as a performer

ticularly by reaching different age groups.

was one of awe at the performance space,

I also am trying to offer programming of

my first impression working here was one

interest and value to the Latino commu-

Shane Cadman: I’ve played music as far

of awe for all that Dave Palmer did to keep

nity, as it is an important part of both the

back as I can remember, and I started acting

this place running. It didn’t take me long

College and the community. Outreach is

in elementary school. After I completed my

to realize the level of commitment and

very important to me, and integral to the

graduate school education, I started my own

dedication involved, and it also didn’t take

survival of the performing arts. I’m working

contemporary chamber ensemble, Illustrious

me long to realize how much I wanted to be

hard to connect with the community at

Theatre Orchestra (ITO). I was a member

hired permanently. While the learning curve

large, and have already brought outreach

and artistic director of the ITO for about 10

was steep at times, I knew that in order to

events to places such as Presbyterian

years, and during that time we gave many

get hired on I was going to have to learn

Intercommunity Hospital, the Boys & Girls

live concert performances (including being

everything I could and make myself valu-

Club, Merrill Gardens, and the City of Hope.

the first music group to play the Getty

able. So that’s what I set out to do.

And, of course, I will continue growing

The Rock: Share with us a little about
your background in the arts:

Center), as well as on radio and TV. We also
released two CDs, which sold throughout

TR: What has your first year been like?

the U.S. and Europe. Eventually I left the

SC: Wonderful and challenging at the same

ensemble, but continued to work full-time,

time. Thankfully, I am surrounded by great

teach part-time, and compose.

faculty, staff, and students, and they made

TR: What brought you to Whittier
College’s Shannon Center?

PALMER HONORED,
AL FRESCO
Last October, the
Friends of the
Shannon Center
formally dedicated
the new “Palmer
Patio,” honoring
former Shannon
Center theatre
manager David C.
Palmer for his
19 years of service
to the College and
the community.
The area around the
east entrance has
been re-landscaped
and a patio,
seating area, and
inscribed pavers
were installed.

the wonderful programs established by my
predecessor—the Aloha Series, the Family
Series, etc.
TR: Anything else you’d like to add in

all the difference in the world. This year is

closing?

going more smoothly, and I’ve been able

SC: Just that I know that I am blessed to be

to focus on more of the work that needs to

working here, and I am very excited about

SC: My first real introduction to the Shannon

be done as we move into the third decade

what the future holds for the Shannon Center!

Center goes back to the mid 1990s, when

here at the Shannon Center.

>> C
 heck out the 2012-2013 Aloha Concert Series line-up, the longest-running
Hawaiian music concert series on the mainland, at www.shannoncenter.org.
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re-UP
Whittier’s Cyclical Accreditation Process Underway

Whittier College has com-

Around the rock

pleted the second phase of
its re-accreditation review by
the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC). In November, WASC
representatives met with various campus constituencies, including students,
faculty, and staff, as part of the Capacity
and Preparatory Review phase.
The College helped determine
the scope of the review by focusing
on institutional themes associated with
the “4Cs”—community, communication,
cultural perspective, and connections.
The examination was narrowed further
munity, via the first year experience;
culture, via the Liberal Education Culture
requirement; and connection, via undergraduate research and scholarly activity.
NOW SERVING:
In early March, the
2012 President’s
Higher Education
Community Service
Honor Roll
were announced;
among that list of
notable colleges
and universities,
Whittier was found
for the second
consecutive year,
earning the award
“with Distinction”
for reflecting the
values of exemplary
community service
and for making
a difference in
our community.

The meetings with WASC were set
up as open forums that sought to get
both positive and negative feedback

Photo by Ian Bradshaw Photography

to focus on three benchmarks: com-

about the College—including reflections
about academics, student life, campus
environment, etc.
“When the WASC members come
to campus they get to really experience
the College beyond the numbers,” said

dedicated and loyal alumni support and
involvement.
“The WASC process is not just for a

The third and final phase of assessment is the Educational Effectiveness
Review. Some of the elements involve

Susana Santos, associate director of

class, but for whole systems, and is thus

tracking 120 freshman to asses commu-

assessment who oversees the

pretty involved,” said Faculty Executive

nity; conducting an assessment

WASC process.

Committee chair professor Andrew Wallis.

of connections and culture—primar-

The letter received from WASC after

“Whittier, like every institution, has areas

ily looking to see if students develop

the visit commended Whittier’s ongoing

that it wants to improve, so I [believe this

multiple perspectives while at Whittier

efforts to be a top institution of higher

will] help us focus on what we’re doing

College; and addressing questions raised

learning and applauded the institution’s

well and what we can do better.”

by the WASC team during their first

commitment to diversity, for an inno-

A school’s accreditation is a type of

vative first-year writing program, and

quality assurance process under which

for fostering a strong community spirit.

services and operations of educational

WASC is expected to visit Whittier again

The committee also commended the

institutions or programs are evaluated

in 2012. For more information visit:

College for the extraordinary progress

by an external body to determine if

www.whittier.edu/WASC.

made by Whittier Law School over the

applicable standards that the College

last few years, and the College’s suc-

had previously set are met.

campus visit.

cess in attracting great students and
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>> F
 rom the 1930s through the 1960s, Weaving was an art taught
in Whittier College’s home economics department.

E

ALL RISE
Whittier Law School Plans New Courtroom

A new state-of-the-art court-

technology. Significantly, it will provide

room is planned for the Whittier

space to host national and regional trial

Law School campus. Construction will

and appellate competitions, as well

begin this summer and should conclude

as symposia and conferences that will

by November 2012.

serve to expand the Law School’s

The large-scale remodeling project
will include a new courtroom with a

exposure to the wider legal community.
The completed space will bear the

134-seat spectator gallery, a jury

name “Kiesel Advocacy Center,” honoring

deliberation room, and judge’s cham-

one of the law school’s most prominent

bers, with cutting-edge interconnected

and active alumni, Paul Kiesel ’85, a

technology and wireless access

partner in the law firm Kiesel Boucher

accomplished would never have been

throughout. Designed in a modernized

& Larson.

possible if Whittier hadn’t given me a

craftsman style, the new area will total

More than $1.2 million of the

chance,” said Kiesel. “This new Center

4,400 square feet and repurpose space

projected costs has been funded through

will provide a first-class learning

from two existing courtrooms.

pledges from alumni, including a gener-

experience with a first-class educa-

ous donation by Kiesel himself.

tion. I challenge other alumni to join

With a goal to train students in
essential legal skills, the courtroom will

“As an alumnus, I owe an enormous

a making the case
To discover more
details about the new
courtroom or explore
naming opportunities
go to www.law.whittier.edu/courtroom.

me in stepping forward in support of

be designed for both trial and appellate

debt to the institution that provided

our school and in its mission of training

proceedings using today’s most current

my legal education. All that I have

America’s lawyers.”

English Professor
Awarded NEH Grant
Thanks to a new grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), English professor Andrea Rehn

Photo courtesy of Andrea Rehn

will spend the summer researching the works of Jane Austen alongside now understudied (but once well-known)
writers of her own day. Led by professor Devoney Looser of the University of Missouri at Columbia, Rehn and 15 fellow
seminar members will work together to understand how the new digital availability of archival materials transforms
research practices and therefore also undergraduate teaching.
“Since my own research is archive-intensive, I have been looking for ways to integrate archival experiences into the
undergraduate English classroom. I am particularly excited by the potential for digital archival research to springboard
students toward producing, rather than merely consuming, digital media,” said Rehn.
“Just as digital archives now offer my students access to extremely rare materials (such as Jane Austen’s surviving
manuscripts), digital media platforms can connect undergraduates to a wider audience than traditional models of undergraduate writing. This feedback loop,
in turn, provides an ideal situation for students to hone their ability to critically evaluate digital and internet sources. Being able to produce, as well as critically analyze, digital media is a 21st century literacy skill that will benefit all English majors, whether they go on to graduate school or to begin their careers.”
Rehn’s proposal grew from a simple but quite successful digital project that students in her Nineteenth Century Novel class did last year with the
assistance of instructional media designer Sonia Chaidez and instructional technologist Kathy Filatreau.
“Digital Humanities initiatives seem really well suited to Whittier students, I think, since they offer us a way to enhance student experiences (such as
offering opportunities for archival research) without having to drive to research libraries. They also offer platforms for our students to ‘publish’ their work,
therefore developing their own resumes while also raising the profile of the College,” she added.

>> The Whittier Law School Chapter of the J. Reuben Clark Law Society (“JRCLS”)
was recognized as the 2011-12 “Outstanding Social Chapter” for organizing
numerous events to educate and serve others.
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Kallia Wade ’12, a native of Jamaica,
discusses why her involvement in international child advocacy club OMEP is one

Around the rock

of her passions and why she served as
its president.
“Our programs [reflect] issues
underprivileged children all
around the world are facing;

Photo by Steven Burns Photography

Rock Talk

FINAL ACT. Seniors Jacquie Waldman and Colleen Daly perform a scene from the theatre department’s
production of Dead Man’s Cell Phone.

children who are prisoners of war,
children who are being trafficked,
children who are impoverished.”

Quaker Campus reporter Kristin

In a QC opinions piece, Jeff Wilson ‘12

Joe Price, religious studies professor and

deftly explores the concept of “satirical

sports enthusiast, responding to the ques-

legislation,” its throwback to Jonathan

tion from an Associated Press journalist:

Swift, and political absurdities in general.

"Does God really care about football?".

Williams ’14, explores growing interest

“We could take a stand for the

“Not one whit. But does God care

in a new student group on campus—Anime

English language and exile anyone

about people who play football?

Club—and its plans for enhanced activities.

who utters such linguistic abomina-

You betcha.”

“Cosplay, the popular phenomenon
of donning meticulous hand-made
costumes of various characters,

tions as “j/k” or “omg” in everyday
speech in place of their unabbreviated counterparts.”

U.S. Navy veteran now working to earn his

is something the club hopes to
incorporate in the future.”

Writing about his semester in Copenhagen,
Matthew Grant Anson ’13 inadvertently
discovers that favorable geography can

FEARLESS POET. s
Whittier College track
and field distance
runner Jordan Vega ’13
is featured in a
promotional video for
“Second Class Citizen,”
a documentary by Ryan
James Yazek about the
gay rights movement.

Business major Joshua Chavez ’13, a

impact foreign relations.
“When I told him I was from
California, he flashed a validating
smile, relieved that I was from

undergraduate degree at Whittier through a
G.I. Bill, speaks about his military service.
“The Iraqi War is the war of our
generation, and every generation
will have a war. I am the 1 percent,
not on Wall Street, but that fought
for something I believed in.”

somewhere actually relevant.”
Public relations professional Genevieve
Haines ’95, president of Haines & Co.,
cautions students exploring careers in
public relations during a Backpack-toBriefcase workshop.
“Stay on top of technology. If you
can stay on top of technology then

Photo by Ana Gutierrez ’96

you will be a commodity.”

fV
 ICTORY LAP. President Sharon Herzberger was the
grand marshal for the 58th Annual Whittier Christmas
Parade. Sitting alongside her during the parade
were outgoing ASWC president Tyler Zickel ’12 and
president-elect Duncan Ketel ’14.

>> Whittier Pep Rallies in the early 1900s often included a march to Philadelphia
and Greenleaf by male students attired in pajamas—thus called a “Pajamarino”.
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ACT LOCAL. s
Whittier first year and transfer
students were out in force
during the Poets Give Back day,
providing local non-profits with
much needed manpower.

In an op-ed published by the San Gabriel
Valley News Group, President Sharon
Herzberger advocates against the
governor’s proposed Cal Grant reductions.
“This proposal represents an illconceived and counterproductive
way to solve our economic woes. The
long-term impact can be disastrous.”

Blogging from Argentina, Prof. Dan
Duran comments on the breadth of

f T HESPIANS.
Theatre major Samantha
Quintanar ’13 poses
with actor Julian Sands
who was on campus for
a special performance
of The Celebration of
Harold Pinter (directed
by John Malkovich).

engagement and exposure students had
Eric Dzinkski ’04, a panelist for the
Backpack-to-Briefcase workshop on careers
in journalism, gives the straight scoop
to students.
“You know what employers are
impressed with and what’s gotten
me hired every time? [My experience
working on] the Quaker Campus. They
are impressed that I can pound out
a 500-word story in an hour or use
programs like InDesign."

in just one day of his JanTerm course on
Managing Multinational Corporations.
“The fact that we went from the
country’s humble HQ for Habitat
for Humanity to the splendid
and hi-tech HQ of YPF/Repsol
(petrochemical), one of the country’s largest and most powerful
firms, attests to the ‘diversity’
of our interests and depth of
our learning.“

Sal Johnston, sociology professor, on
the Sustainability@Whittier College blog.
“The actual substance of social
change—even dramatic social
change—isn’t sexy. It comes down
to really fundamental things like

Photo by Danielle Kwasniowksi ’14

not picking up your car keys.”

d FEARSO

ME POETS.
Student and alumni
met with John Murdy
’89, creative director
of Universal Studios
Halloween Horror
Nights, before visiting
the amusement park
and experiencing the
horror first hand.

CHARACTER, SELF DETERMINATION, AND SERVICE; Wiliama Sanchez ’13, Andrew Tejada ‘15, and
Tyler Kang ’14 performed during the 2012 Whittier College Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration.

>> The Whittier College community remembered the fifth
anniversary of the Virginia Tech massacre with a theatrical
memorial that schools around the country also performed.
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society pages

SOCIETY
SNAPSHOTS
2

Photos by Steven Burns Photography
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>> In 1938, 250 students competed for the title of “Betty Co-ed,”
with the winning girl to preside over the annual football banquet.

4

E

A RETURN TO SPRING
Societies Synch with Spring Pledging

3

This spring, societies fully

Some expressed relief that the expanded

embraced the revised pledging

calendar enabled a less frenetic pace for

calendar, which transplanted

activities, as well as increased time for

operations from the January Interim Session

pledges and actives to bond. Others felt

to the Spring Semester. As a result, the

that by doubling the allocated weeks, more

timeline expanded from three to six full

strain was placed on participants’ already

weeks of activities*, culminating in the mid-

full schedules, competing with work, ath-

March Society Convocation ceremonies.

letic, and academic commitments.

The modification to Society calen-

advisor to societies and associate dean

with a revised academic calendar, was

of students, has been working closely

phased in last year, with a weighted

over the past few years with the Inter-

split between societies continuing in

Society Council to devise a pledging

the abbreviated January schedule, and

system and calendar that takes into

those who moved to spring. This year,

consideration many of these concerns

however, all 10 organizations were in

and issues. Following surveys, meet-

concert, and as a result, the breadth of

ings, multiple discussions, and based on

more “public” activities and require-

feedback from last year’s phased pilot

ments were witnessed on a grander

implementation, the ISC made the deci-

scale—notably by prospective students

sion to commit wholesale to spring.

and their families on campus tours, who

5
1 RING-O. The Orthogonians can’t be beat at the “Big Glove
Boxing” event at Whittier Weekend.

2 SISTERS AND FRIENDS. A spirited group of Thalians
(wo)manned the “Quarterback Throw” game during the
Whittier Weekend family carnival.
3 CHEFS PENN. Grill masters and brothers alike turn out for a
planned Penn tailgate during a home football game.

Andre Coleman, administrative

dars, which was initiated in tandem

A decision, Coleman admits, that

were able to experience first-hand a few

has not been without challenges in

historic traditions, such as serenades,

execution that will necessitate contin-

spirited chants and marches, and of

ued improvements and review. After all,

course, the sea of society colors and

it’s been 15 years since spring pledging

logos sported by pledges and actives and

was the norm on campus, and bumps in

loyally emblazoned on the iconic Rock.

the road are to be expected.

The visual benefits aside, overall

As he described it in a Quaker

reviews about the move to spring pledg-

Campus interview: “In some ways, it feels

ing were mixed in this synched first

like we are building a plane—and flying

year, among students and faculty alike.

it at the same time.”

* The Lancer Society kept a shorter pledging cycle of four weeks.

4 BEIN’ FRANK. Franklins tag-team WC mascot John Poet at a
game in Memorial Stadium.
5 KNIGHT GAMES. A good-natured Associate Dean of Students
Andre Coleman was the featured target for the Lancer Dunk
Tank during the Alumni & Friends Carnival.
6 PRIDE OF PALMERS. Celebrating their society’s 90th birthday,
lady Palmers from the 70s join decades of sisters for their
Whittier Weekend brunch.

>> The Alumni Board of Directors is seeking a representative from each of the
following societies to serve as members on our affinities committee: Franklin,
Orthogonian, and Penn. Interested? Contact us at alumni@whittier.edu.
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THREE WISE MEN
College Celebrates 125 Years of Combined Teaching Service

hired in 1969 and the most senior

faculty files

member of the team, who jumps in
with an adamant “no,” a declaration
with which Neu and Bergerson quickly
nod in assent.
“[In many ways,] Whittier is the same
place, and yet it’s never the same. The
students are different, and the things
I teach about change all the time,”
explains McBride about his reticence for
an easier pace. “[Each fall,] I look forward
to the new group of students I get to
work with.”
a THREE WISE MEN:
Join Club 125
to write a public
tribute to these outstanding professors—
www.whittier.edu/
Club125.

“43 + 41 + 41 = 125”—a mathematical

Student Union and faculty representa-

equation that means so much more

tive to the Alumni Association Board of

to Whittier College history than just

Directors; and Neu continues to serve

numbers on a page.

as the advisor for Whittier’s 3-3 Law

At face value, it is an equation that
sums up a lifetime of experience and

students fast-track a career in law.

exponential impact, parsed out as 43, 41,

Not surprisingly, therefore, the trio

and 41 years of service given to Whittier

concurs that what first impressed them

College. At its heart, it represents three

about Whittier College is what continues

men whose personal and professional

to keep them here: the students. In

dedication to Whittier students for more

fact, each recalls interviewing with

than a collective century has earned them

student committee members during

each legendary status in Whittier lore.

their respective hiring processes.

They are Professors Mike McBride,

“From the get-go, I liked the

Fred Bergerson, and John Neu—or,

students’ involvement with the College

as they are often referred to by their

and their interest and participation

10,000+ students past and present,

in the governance of the institution,”

simply “Doc, Fred, and Dr. Neu.”

says Neu, who, like Bergerson, came

Joining Whittier’s faculty in the late
1960s/early 1970s, the threesome has

to Whittier in 1971.
Bergerson claims that his love affair

had a strong hand shaping not only

with Whittier students truly began on his

the curriculum of the political science

first day of class.

department throughout the years, but

“It was 8 a.m. in the morning—

also guiding students in career develop-

I’ve never been a morning person—

ment and personal maturation. Notably

and I walked into Dynamics of Public

outside their classroom commitments,

Policy,” he said. “There, I was faced

McBride has served for decades as Model

with a terrific class. I can still name half

U.N. advisor, assistant softball coach,

a dozen of them or more. From the first

international programs director, and

day, it just came alive for me.”

society advisor. Bergerson has been both
longtime faculty advisor to the Jewish
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Program, helping driven and competitive

“Over the years, I’ve adjusted, added
courses, designed new courses,” pipes
in Bergerson. “Each class has its own
methodology—it’s these differences that
keep me versatile and keeps the experience fresh.”
For his part, Neu points to a drawer
in his file cabinet dedicated to keeping
letters from his former students. These
relationships built over four decades
continue to keep him connected to what
matters most to him.
“I think back now when I was
young... so naive at certain stages of my
life,” he says. “I tell my students, ‘What I
try to do in my courses is put you on my
shoulders, so that you can see farther
than I could see at your age. [So] that you
can see the future, more clearly than I
saw.’ And that’s what keeps me going all
these years, these 40-something years.”
Borrowing a line from his friend and
colleague Bergerson (though disputed in
its actual authorship), McBride sums up
the trio’s shared viewpoint: “We teach for
free. They pay us to grade papers and go
to meetings.”

When asked about rumors of
retirement on the horizon, it is McBride,

>> SAVE THE DATE: Whittier College will celebrate the legacy of
Mike McBride, Fred Bergerson, and John Neu on Thursday, October 25.
www.whittier.edu/SERVICE

Imperial
Wisdom
Professor’s Work
Traces China’s
Ecological History
Just released in
December, China: Its
Environment and History
(World Social Change) is
Prof. Robert Marks’ latest
celebrated text—one
which examines the evolution of China’s relationship with nature
from ancient times to present day.
Critics have since called it “comprehensive,” “utterly indispensable,” and
“a joy to read.”
Interviewed by the Asia Times,
Marks noted that this particular work is
unique in that, “Other scholars have
done major environmental studies of
imperial or modern China, but mine is
the first to cover all of China’s 10,000year-long environmental history from
the emergence of farming to now.”
Throughout, the focus remains on
the interaction of humans and their
environment and traces changes in the

E

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS
Students Find Action Makes Ideas Concrete

Seventeen students in Prof.

including some who had at one time

Claudia Dorington’s social

been among the homeless-in-need.
“I met a veteran who was on

work class took to the streets in
the early hours of a late fall

disability and that is how he ended up

morning to reach out to those most in need.

being homeless years back,” recalled

Working with social service agencies

social work major Cristina Alcaraz ’13. “As

in the City of Whittier, students and

we debriefed with our group that morn-

other volunteers canvassed the streets

ing, I started to feel overwhelmed by the

to survey the city’s homeless population

experience because I also remembered

about needed services, and help in the

talking recently to one of the kids I

development of a registry of sorts. The

worked with at the Boys and Girls Club,

volunteers also gave out bags of food and

who told me that he and his family were

water to those they met.
This early morning mobilization

homeless. [It was suddenly real]—
homelessness does not discriminate.”

was really the culmination of a semesterlong partnership between Dorington’s

According to Dorrington this type of
catharsis is one of the goals of the class.

class and Whittier Connections—an

“Participating in these interviews—

initiative to identify and house Whittier’s

that’s when the project became mean-

homeless residents who are at risk of

ingful. The students had the opportunity

premature death if they continue to live

to relate to people who are like them,

on the streets.

young people living on the streets, who

Whittier College volunteers were put
in teams with other community members,

negate the stereotypes of homelessness,”
she said.

physical and cultural world that is home
to a quarter of the world’s population.
“As a historian, I am very aware that
little of the past is inevitable,” he said in
the Asia Times interview. “Actions taken
now can change outcomes. Knowing
about the past—my book’s contribution—should inform choices to enhance
human survivability in a world of natural
diversity and beauty.”
In 2002, Marks was appointed
the Richard and Billie Deihl Professor
of History. Fluent in Mandarin, he has
taught Chinese history, specializing
in ecology, and published three other
volumes which have been translated into
multiple languages: The Origins of the
Modern World—A Global and Ecological
Narrative from the Fifteenth Century to

Reaching Out
Professor Champions Techniques to Reach English-Language Learners
Education professor Ivannia Soto-Hinman’s new book, ELL Shadowing
as a Catalyst for Change, has just been released. The book explores a technique,
championed by Soto, called “ELL shadowing,” which helps teachers better understand
the classroom experience from an English language learner’s (ELL) point of view. The
author describes how to implement this easily accessible form of professional development, outlines specific strategies for adapting instruction to engage ELLs, and provides
supporting videos on the companion website.
Soto-Hinman worked closely with film studies professor Rich Cheatham on the online component,
where videos of teachers from the Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District are featured. Alumni Kathy
Villalon ‘06 and Aiddee Tellez MA ’11 also collaborated with Soto-Hinman.
Soto-Hinman specializes in language acquisition, systemic reform for ELLs, secondary literacy, and
urban education. She previously co-authored, The Literacy Gaps: Building Bridges for ELLs and SELs,
and is the author of a variety of articles on providing appropriate instructional access for ELLs.

the 21st Century; Tigers, Rice, Silk and
Silt: Environment and Economy in Late
Imperial South China; and The Making of
the Modern World: Connected Histories,
Divergent Paths, 1500 to the Present.

>> The most popular major among 2012 graduates was business
administration; the most popular minor: Spanish.
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ONWARD & UPWARD
Faculty Travels, Publishing, and Presentations

s Math professor

Faculty Files

Whittier College professors and

s Art history professor Paula Radisich

administrators were featured broadly

Bill Kronholm

presented “ ‘A Bust, a Globe,’ Chardin and

in the media these past few months.

is collaborating

the Quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns” at

with Los Angeles-

the 2011 American Society for 18th Century

based artist Aaron

Studies Conference.

s Professor of education and direc-

Bocanegra on an

tor of Broadoaks School Judith

interactive math/

Wagner was included in a

s Visiting math professor Brandt Kronholm

Huffington Post article that looked

art project (working title “Homology

headed to the Big Island to present his

at education in Finland. Wagner

Project”). The pair are using techniques

research at the “Hawai`i Conference in

was also quoted in the New York

and results in Applied Algebraic Topology

Algebraic Number Theory, Arithmetic

Times regarding the school’s efforts

to collect geometric information from a

Geometry and Modular Forms” and at the

to promote environmental sustain-

sensor network, which are then fed back

2012 Spring Western Section Meeting on

ability among parents and children.

into the exhibit to affect the environment.

“Automorphic and Modular Forms,” at the

Students in Kronholm’s class are also

University of Hawai`i, Manoa.

s Joe Price, Genevieve Shaul
Connick Professor of Religious
Studies and an expert on the intersection of sports and faith, made the

contributing to the project.
s English professor Andrea Rehn shared

s Joyce Kaufman, political science
professor and director for the Center

her paper “Isabella Bird Takes Flight:

for Engagement with Communities, was

media rounds during the football

Photograph, Narrative, and Audience in

invited to share her research at the

season—making appearances in

the Asian Travel Books” at a conference on

American Political Science Association's

broadcast and print media channels

Victorian travel writing.

Teaching and Learning Conference.

such as Fox News, the Associated
Press, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review,
and the Detroit Free Press.
s James Irvine Foundation Professor
of Biology Cheryl Swift—
whose research is concerned
with the ways in which plants
adapt to fire, flood, and drought—
was quoted in a Los Angeles Times
article on the environmental
after-effects of local wildfires.
s Business professor and assistant
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s Steven Cook, Whittier College Choir

s Sociology professor Julie Collins-

director and music professor, is currently

Dogrul has a new article, “Governing

working on a children’s musical adaptation

Transnational Social Problems: Public

of Rudyard Kipling's The Elephant Child.

Health Politics on the U.S.-Mexico Border,”

Additionally, he continues his service with

in Global Networks: A Journal of

the California Association of Professional

Transnational Affairs.

Music Teachers in the role of Immediate
Past President.

s English professor Jonathan Burton’s
article—“Bodies, Sex and Race: Western

s History professor Natale Zappia had

Encounters with Sex and Bodies in

two articles published: “Indigenous

Non-European Cultures”—has been pub-

Borderlands: Livestock and Power in the

lished in the text The Routledge History

cross country coach Chuck Laine

Native Far West” in Pacific Historical

of Sex and the Body in the West, 1500 to

authored “So How Did The Team

Review, and “Reclaiming the Soil: Gardens

the Present.

Do?: Two New Measures of Cross

and Communities in South Los Angeles,”

Country Team Performance,” an

in Post Ghetto: Reimagining South Los

article that appears in the spring

Angeles. Zappia also participated in the

to Poland to give a presentation at the

issue of Track and Cross Country

School of American Research “Uniting the

International Association of Relationship

Journal and examines new ways

Histories of Slavery” Symposium.

Research conference, where he described

s Psychology professor Chuck Hill traveled

to evaluate performance of cross

initial findings of his online Intimate

country runners.

Relationships project.

>> “If you take a student and don’t stir him up one
way or another, you’re not doing your job.”
— Harry Nerhood

s Judith Wagner, Broadoaks Director

s Adjunct English instructor Scott Creley

Max Planck Institute for the History

and professor of education, delivered the

is a co-curator of the 2013 San Gabriel

of Science to join their working group

keynote address, “Fishing Naked: Nordic

Valley Literary Festival and the Valley Poets

“Historicizing Knowledge about Human

Ideas about the Good Childhood,” at the

reading series. A writer who predominantly

Biological Diversity in the 20th Century.”

Nordic Perspective on Caring and Teaching

crafts poetry, Creley has been published in

Kakaliouras’ most recent article, “An

in Early Childhood Symposium, organized

Sentence, Freefall, and the collection Bear

anthropology of repatriation: contem-

by the American-Scandinavian Foundation

Flag Republic.

porary physical anthropology and Native
American ontologies of practice,” appears

and the Child Development Institute of
Sarah Lawrence. In addition, Wagner

s Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow

in Current Anthropology, Vol. 53.

was named vice president of World OMEP

in English Fred Arroyo took part in

(World Organization for Early Childhood

the panel discussion on “Duende, Poetry,

Education), responsible for North America

Translation: The Stranger at the Desk”

Carbine’s latest publication, Sons of

and the Caribbean region.

at the American Literary Translators

the Buddha: Continuities and Ruptures in

Conference in Missouri.

a Burmese Monastic Tradition, examines

s Professor of English Wendy FurmanAdams delivered “River of Blood, River of

s Religious studies professor Jake

Buddhist monasticism in Myanmar and
s English professor Tony Barnstone

is intended as a contribution to the
study of religion and society.

Tears: Carlotta Petrina’s Gendered Grieving,

has collaborated with songwriters John

1936/1979” at the Conference on John

Clinebell and Ariana Hall, who perform as

Milton, held biennially in Tennessee; her

the duo Genuine Brandish, to adapt his

presentation is part of her ongoing project

prize-winning book of poems, Tongue of

Holmes performed a live version of

on Milton’s illustrators. An article on the

War: from Pearl Harbor to Nagasaki, into

Barnstone’s radio play at Mt. St. Antonio

same topic will also appear in Reading,

the 14-track folk music CD, Tokyo Burning.

Community College as part of the “Night

Ruin, and Repair: Essays on John Milton.
Furman-Adams is in her second year on

s Barnstone and theatre professor Jennifer

and the City—L.A. Noir in Poetry, Fiction
s During her upcoming sabbatical in

the executive board of the Milton Society

Berlin, anthropology professor Ann

of America.

Kakaliouras has been invited by the

and Film” festival.

A Whirl in Turkey religion professor follows in the steps of the rumi
Adjunct Professor of Religious Studies Craig Fenter has been traveling to Konya,
Turkey, for many years now, and during one of his trips joined the Mevlevi Tarikat
“spiritual order,” which is of the lineage of the great 13th century Islamic poet,
teacher, and mystic Mevlana Celaleddin Rumi—more commonly known as the
“Whirling Dervishes.” Part of his time in Konya is therefore spent practicing Sema
(which is the so-called “whirling ceremony”), and part of the time is spent in learning
the ways of this spiritual path.
He returned to Turkey most recently in December to take part in the celebration
of the anniversary of the death of Rumi. In addition, he spoke at a symposium
sponsored by the International Mevlana Foundation and the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism of the City of Konya, “Hz. Mevlana’nın Dünya’da Yansıması” (“Reflections/
Echoes of Mevlana in the World”). He spoke about the concept of teslimiyet (“surrender”)
in the way of the Mevlevi Dervishes and about his experiences teaching about Rumi
in Los Angeles.
s SPIRITUAL PATH. Professor Craig Fenter participates in Sema, the
Sufi whirling worship ceremony, in Antalya, Turkey.

>> The Rock celebrated its 100 year birthday in June of 2012.
The Rock arrived with the help of Frank Crites ‘12 and
Austin Marshburn ‘10 as a gift from the Class of 1912.
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CONTEXTUALIZING CHINA
Business Course Brings U.S.–China Relations to Light
Four decades after President Richard

faculty files

M. Nixon made his historic trip to China,
16 Whittier College students spent 10 days
in China as part of their Jan Term class,
following in his footsteps, and learning
first-hand about the important role that
this country will have in the global context.
Along the way, they met with the scholars,
diplomats, and executives at some of the
top companies in the world.
Leading the trip were business administration professor Jeff Decker and alumnus
Edwin Keh ’79, a Whittier trustee who was
instrumental in organizing the trip.

when Edwin and I met with them, I said ‘if
you come on this trip and get serious about
your education and career, you will probably make a million dollars more over your
lifetime having been exposed to it.’ The idea
is that you can really tap into this global
phenomenon rather than just being wiped
out by it,” said Decker.

Photo by Edwin Keh ’79

“We don’t think that students should
have gone on the trip for this reason… but

Taking this to heart, the students

University where they first spoke with

hit the ground running upon arriving in

the author of a significant case study on

Beijing. Their first stop was Tsinghua

Walmart China, and then toured of one of
the most energy-efficient Walmart stores in
the world. Their final stop was a meeting
with dean of the Peking University Business

Photo by Danielle Kwasniowski ’14

BRAVO!
In the lobby of the Shannon Center now hangs a
shiny new plaque, an effort years in the making to
honor 100 years of now-legendary Whittier College
directors, professors, and designers connected to
the Whittier College Department of Theatre. The
project, which was spearheaded and driven by
Linda DeVries—widow of former Whittier professor
and dramatist Jack DeVries—gives lasting witness
to the vibrant program and numerous talented
people that drove much of the College’s cultural
arts scene since its earliest days. The plaque was
unveiled in a special reception at the Shannon
Center in late fall, with a few of the “celebrants”
in attendance, including Russ Litchfield ’78
and Richard Scaffidi ’76.
Pictured here: Linda DeVries links hands with
theatre professor Jennifer Holmes.

School, who hosted the group along with
some international MBA students.
“Prof. Decker led a great discussion on
Walmart China, and our students held their
own—even outshined their Peking counterparts,” recalled Keh, who himself had recent
experience teaching at the Wharton School
of Business.
Before leaving Beijing for Shanghai, the
Whittier group was hosted for a tour and talk
at the U.S. Embassy by former Whittier professor Bob Wang, who serves as the Deputy
Chief of Mission for the American site.
“It was like I was back in his classroom
again,” said Keh, a former student of Wang.
“Bob gave us a brilliant, comprehensive
lesson in U.S.—China relations, and our
students asked great questions.”
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>> S
 tudents in Professor Danilo Lozano’s class traveled
to Cuba during the 2012 May Term—a first for the College.

Collaboration
Domination
f LEARNING BY DOING: “Watching Edwin Keh and how he interacts with people and how knowledgeable
he is about everything it was amazing. He would take a lot of notes. I would try to mirror him,”
Richard Hoover ’12 (center behind) reflect on lessons learned.

“We did not miss the chance to consider the historical and global significance

China, Nike, GE, Daphne Shoes, GLP, and

of the recent rise of China,” added Decker.

Yihaodian, one of the fastest growing companies in China, among others.
“We had the opportunity to speak with

Keh adds, “The important thing for
students in a liberal arts education is that
they have good context. An understanding

executives and high-ranking leaders who

of what is happening in the world [is criti-

use some of the very management tech-

cal]. Experiences like these give them

niques that we are learning about in class.

that context.”

They gave us real life examples of how they

For economics and business double-

Photo courtesy of Hector Valenzuela

Arriving in Shanghai, the group
met with top business leaders at Google

Biology professor Hector Valenzuela

use these techniques to effectively lead

major Richard Hoover ’12, the course was

knows the value of networking—especially when

their organizations,” said Brian Blank ‘12,

definitely an eye-opener.

it comes to your alma mater. And a few of his lucky

who went on the trip as a way to give his
career a jump start.

“I wanted to see the impact our two
cultures have on one other, and [how

students now see it, as well.
A graduate of UCLA, Valenzuela has been in an

that may affect] our future dealings with

ongoing collaboration with a peer faculty member at the

models, the students had a first-hand

China. I understand now that this can be a

Westwood school; the pair have together explored proj-

opportunity to consider the recent cultural

relationship we build, but if not managed it

ects—one of which has resulted in an authored chapter

and political shifts in the country.

right, it could be devastating.”

credited to Valenzuela, selected for inclusion in a forth-

In addition to discussing business

coming textbook on hematology, The Aging Lymphocyte.
Continuing this relationship with UCLA, and in

Pre-flight Reading

addition to his position on the Whittier biology faculty,

Before their travel and fieldwork, students in Prof. Decker’s course were required

he has been a visiting scholar in the university’s

to read Operation China, a book written by leading consultants from McKinsey &

Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine for

Company that provided a framework for understanding the marketing and opera-

the past two years. A benefit of this post is the oppor-

tions approaches used by leading companies doing business in China. Additionally,

tunity to take one to two Whittier students to conduct

they read and discussed several Harvard Business School case studies and other

summer research with him—work done with the latest

articles related to the companies visited.

and most cutting-edge equipment.

“Notably, we also used as a basis for discussion Niall Ferguson’s Civilization:

Valenzuela's own focus of research involves the

The West and the Rest, which argues a 500-year shift in global leadership away

study of age-related changes in T-cell differentiation

from the West in favor of China, a country that, according to Ferguson, is destined

and function. As a result of that work, he was recently

to become the leader in economic and other dimensions,” said Decker. “Arriving in

invited to present “Resveratrol and Curcumin: effects

China, then, students had a first-hand opportunity to consider the role and changes

on human T cells,” in San Francisco at the American

that have occurred in competition, democracy, property rights, science, medicine,

Association of Immunology. Not surprisingly, he ensured he

consumerism, and the Protestant work ethic.

had along his full team of research assistants for the presen-

“Of particular interest was a conversation that arose regarding the demise of
our American work ethic, substantiated by Ferguson’s collective analysis indicating
the typical U.S. workweek has less than 30 productive hours. Following their
experience abroad, all of the students acknowledged a personal commitment to
raise their own standards.”

tation, a group composed of former and current Whittier
students pictured above from left: Megan Maguire-Marshall
’10, Danielle Finger ’11, Melissa Reynoso ’12, Archana
Chandrashekar ’11, Taylor Dimler ’12, and Greg Sweeney ’12.

>> You love Whittier College. Be sure to “Like” us, too. Visit our
official Facebook page at www.facebook.com/whittiercollege.
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2011-12
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Fall & Winter Sports
Men’s Soccer (Season 9-9; Conference 9-5; SCIAC 4th Place) 1 Women’s Soccer (Season 2-15; Conference 2-10;
SCIAC 6th Place) 2 Men’s Cross Country (SCIAC 5th Place) 3 Men’s Water Polo (Season 12-21; Conference 4-6;
SCIAC 5th Place) 4 Volleyball (Season 13-19; Conference 8-6; SCIAC 4th Place) 5 Women’s Cross Country
(SCIAC 2nd Place) 6 Women’s Basketball (Season 7-18; Conference 4-10: SCIAC 6th Place) 7 Football (Season 2-7;
Conference 1-5; SCIAC 6th Place) 8 Men’s Basketball (Season 18-8; Conference 10-4: SCIAC 2nd Place)
9 Men’s Swimming & Diving (Conference 4-3; SCIAC 5th Place) Women’s Swimming & Diving (Conference 2-5;

SCIAC 6th Place)

INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE
& HONORS

7

s Men’s Soccer: For the 2011-

cross country, all time, to achieve

California Intercollegiate Athletic

1st Team All-SCIAC honors all four

Conference (SCIAC) recognized a total

years. In addition, placing 17th

of three Poet players for their work on

and 19th place, Eva Aguilar ’12

the field. Midfielder Adolfo Santos ’13

and Adrianna Davidek ’13 earned

was named to 1st Team All-SCIAC,

2nd Team All-SCIAC Honors. Five

and defender Francis Maxwell ’14

poets also received honors at the

and forward Sam Russell ’12 took

NCAA West Regional Cross Country

2nd Team honors. Together, the three

Championships, including Michele

totaled 78 shots, 11 assists, and

Callaway, Christine Verduzco ’13,

10 goals for the season.
s Women’s Soccer: Earning a
spot on the 2nd Team All-SCIAC

8

s Men’s Cross Country: Hayden
Schmidt ’14 earned 2nd Team All-

and Stephanie Bergstrom ’12.

SCIAC honors finishing in 19th place

Bergstrom finished her season starting

at the SCIAC Championships this

16 games, recording 17 shots, one

fall. Putting together his best racing

assist, and scoring one goal on Cal

performance of the season, Nathaniel

Lutheran University (who had not been

Smauley ’13 finished in 26th place

scored against all season). Shipherd

and received NCAA West Regional

started 14 games, taking 49 shots,

Honors, the first time for men’s cross

three assists, and five goals.

country since 2001.
s Men’s Water Polo: Finishing with

Driskell ’12 was one of three Poet

26 goals on 59 attempts, 15 assists,

football players named to All-SCIAC

and 4 steals, Chet Schuster ’12

Teams for the fall season. Driskell

received his first All-SCIAC recognition

received 1st Team All-SCIAC,

with 2nd Team honors. In addition,

while defensive linebacker Charles

goalie Ryan Rock ’13 received 2nd

Scicli ’13 and offensive lineman

Team honors from the Western Water

Tyler Portman ’12 received 2nd

Polo Association. Rock finished the

Team All-SCIAC.
s Women’s Volleyball: Closing out
a strong season for the Poets, well-

Photos by Tony Leon/Action Sports West

Adrianna Davidek ’13, Eva Aguilar ’12,
and Molly Litherland ’12.

roster were Madison Shipherd ’15

s Football: Defensive back Tyler

9

of a relatively small number of SCIAC

2012 fall soccer season, the Southern

season with a total of 101 saves,
12 steals, and 6 assists.
s Men’s Basketball: Since the

earned conference recognition went

SCIAC Post-Season Tournament origi-

to Alayna Rigo ’14, named 1st Team

nated four years ago, the Poets have

All-SCIAC, and Alyssa Sialaris ’13,

been a part of the tournament twice,

named 2nd Team. Together, the Lady

including this last season. Standout

Poets led an outstanding record-break-

players recognized by the conference

ing fall season and helped lead the

for their work on the court this year

team to Whittier College’s first-ever

include Nathaniel Easterman ’12,

SCIAC post-season since the tourna-

named to 1st Team All-SCIAC, and

ment originated three years ago.

Drew Menez ’12 and Greg Preer ’12,

s Women’s Cross Country:
Michele Callaway ’12 earned 1st
Team All-SCIAC honors with her
7th place finish and becomes one

named to 2nd Team All-SCIAC. Menez
also earned SCIAC Athlete-of-theWeek honors.
(Continues on next page.)
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(Continues from previous page.)

s Women’s Basketball: Receiving
1st Team All-SCIAC honors, point
guard Dannika Navales-Lugtu ’15
finished her first year with the Poets

E

TOUCHDOWN
Alumnus Inducted into State Hall of Fame

season highlights, she dished out a

Former Poet athlete Dave Jordan ’59

team-high 90 assists, coming in the

was inducted into the California Community

No. 2 slot in the SCIAC, while collecting

College Football Coaches Hall of Fame for

33 steals. She earned No. 2 in assist/

his outstanding contributions to the game

turnover ratio (3.6); and No. 13 in

and dedication to his players. He now joins

3-point percentage (29%).

other high profile coaches and players such

s Men’s Swimming & Diving:
Diver Tyler Aisner ’12 was this
season’s athlete-to-watch. During

as Don Coryell, Dick Vermeil, and John
Madden, among many others.
For the Whittier football program,

the SCIAC Championship Meet, Aisner

Jordan played for legendary coaches Coryell

not only took home the top spot in

and George Allen.

the 1M diving event with an overall

Photo © Frank Gregorek

Sports

playing all 25 games. Among her

Following his graduation with a degree

score of a 505.75, he beat the previ-

in kinesiology, he began his professional

ous record set by George Wilson ’83

career coaching high school football.

(482.55). Concluding the season,

A few seasons later, he found his dream job

Aisner had broken a total of four

as head coach for the Grossmont College

“But even greater was the chance I had to

Whittier records, and earned All-

Griffins, winning the state championship

help so many young students to get their

SCIAC Team honors. In addition, the

just three years later.

lives straight.”

men’s team shattered an impressive

Though he retired in 2005, Jordan’s

“…Winning was great,” he said.

In his 23 years as head coach of the

nine Whittier records during their

long career has been devoted to promoting

Griffins, Jordan compiled a 135-89-9 record

inaugural meet in the newly renovated

education through scholarship, giving his

and was a two-time State Coach of the Year;

pool, with a 144-89 victory over

players the discipline and motivation they

additionally, a number of his players moved

University of La Verne.

need to continue to be successful.

on to play and coach for the NFL.

s Women’s Swimming & Diving:
Closing out a strong season, two Lady
Poet swimmers claimed All-SCIAC
honors: Erin Bartholomew ’14 and
Evelyn Beguiristain ’15. Bartholomew
earned her second consecutive
conference championship title in the
1650 free race with a time of 17:27.89,
beating her nearest competitor by
a full 15 seconds. For her first year
on the team, Beguiristain broke two
school records—the 200 IM (2:15.24)
and the 200 fly (2:14.70)—and earned
a SCIAC Athlete-of-the-Week nod.
Similar to the men’s triumph, the
women's swimming and diving team
set 10 new records in their first meet
in the new pool, crushing the University
of La Verne in a 162-51 victory.

UNDEFEATED? UNREPEATED! Escorted to the field by members of the current Whittier College
Spirit Squad, players from Whittier’s historic 1961 football squad were honored during the 50th anniversary of their
glorious undefeated season (9-0, 4-0). These mighty Poets earned the College its 15th championship title, and their
spotless record has not been repeated since. The team will be inducted into the Athletics Hall of Fame this fall.

>> Little more than a barn with a basketball court, the campus’ first gym—
the Charles Tebbetts Gymnasium—was erected in 1905 by student volunteers.
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SOFTBALL…ITALIAN-STYLE
Lady Poets Hit it Out of the Park

Anticipating the direction of
fly balls and fielding tricky ground
hits can make the outfield an unpredictable place for any softball player.
But if there is one thing she can count
on during any game, outfielder Nikki
Mendoza ’12 knows that her father,

f FAMILY TIES.
Poet Hall-of-Famer
Frank Mendoza
beams with pride as
his daughter Nikki
Mendoza ’12 continues his legacy.

Whittier College Baseball Hall-of-Famer
Frank Mendoza ’80, will be in the stands
cheering her on.
“My favorite part of playing is how
close my dad and I are because of softball—he’s at every single game. He has
probably only missed one game in my
entire life.”
Mendoza has been playing softball
seven, under the tutelage of her father.
It was only natural that she would follow
in her father’s footsteps and play for the
Purple and Gold—but trying to live up
to the senior Mendoza’s record added
some pressure.
“I was expected to do well. My dad

Photo by Lance Franey ’09

for 15 years, beginning at the age of

over-the-fence home run,” said Mendoza

of the tour involved sightseeing and

is naturally talented, but I have to work

who became a left-handed hitter in

cultural education.

really hard. Nevertheless, our stats from

college. “There is no feeling that

junior years are almost identical,” she

compares to that. It’s just you and the

tion for her 2011 performance, Denisse

said with a smile.

pitcher and that’s it.”

Martinez finished with a .319 batting

In 2011, Mendoza led the team

While 2012 was her last season

Also earning an Italian tour invita-

average, a .419 on base percentage and

with a .375 batting average and a .440

playing as a Poet, Mendoza is one of

led the team in slugging at .673. She

on base percentage that included four

three Whittier softball players who took

also finished with five doubles, one

doubles, two triples, and one home run.

part in the Italian Softball Tour this

triple and finished second in homeruns

She was also tied for the team lead with

summer organized by the American

with 10.

stolen bases (7) and collected 17 RBIs.

International Sports Teams.

She earned 2nd Team All-SCIAC honors

Denisse Martinez ’12 and Janae

Janae Townsend led Whittier’s
defensive unit at shortstop with a .906

as a center fielder and was awarded

Townsend ’12 joined Mendoza in Italy.

fielding percentage that included 61

the offensive player of the season for

The 10-day tour included trips to cities

punchouts and 74 assists. Up to bat, she

Whittier College. In addition, last spring

such as Rome, Vatican City, Florence,

finished with a .347 batting average

she represented her team in the All-

Pisa, Montecatinii, Republic of San

and a .468 on base percentage. She also

SCIAC squad.

Marino, Como, and Bellagio.

collected a team high seven doubles,

Amid all her achievements, the

Mendoza, Martinez, and Townsend

highlight of her college career involved

played about five games against

a singular hit. “Last year I hit my first

national and local club teams. The rest

scored 22 runs to go along with two

FINAL TOUCHDOWN.
At press time, the
College received
word of the passing of Dick Beam
‘58, former Poet
player, coach, and
NFL executive.
Honoring his legacy, the Dick Beam
Coaches’ Fund has
been established,
which will provide
important, muchneeded funds to
enhance the Poet
football coaching
staff. To contribute
contact the Office
of Advancement at
(562) 907-4219.

homeruns and 35 hits.

>> Go Poets! The 2012 Poet Homecoming Game will be played
on Saturday, October 27 at Memorial Stadium.

31

E

ATHLETICS HQ RE-OPENS

Sports

Rave Reviews for Long-Awaited Pool, Building Projects

Photo by PJHM Architects, Greg Rys

AQUATIC CENTER. s
In addition to the
multi-lane pool,
the aquatics center
now boasts a four
color display board,
a media room, and
new bleachers,
diving boards, and
locker rooms.

In February, Whittier College

Jan Cauffman, allows spectators an

held the formal “Grand Opening” of

aerial view of tennis matches and

the renovated Lillian Slade Aquatics

aquatic meets simultaneously.
Purple & Gold members and key

Center, expanded Graham Athletics

project supporters Laurie (Welsh) ‘84

conference room with a ribbon cutting

and John Peel P ’10, ‘14 were on

ceremony and plaque unveilings.

hand to officially cut the ribbon to the

Dozens of student athletes, project
donors, athletics alumni, trustees,
and other friends of the College were
on hand to help with the celebration,
including Bill and Jan Wood, Ruth B.
Shannon, Alan ’71 and Irene Lund,
Jim Parks, Bill ‘55 and Harriet Harris,
Joyce ‘77 and Peter Mullenbach,
Vince Daigneault ‘85, Mitch ‘96 and
Lyn ‘96 Carty, Board of Trustees
Chairman Don Herrema ‘74, and
Alumni Association President Steve
Weston ’83, among others.
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Photo by PJHM Architects

Welcome Center, and Hall of Fame

entrance of the Welcome Center at
the Graham. The cheering crowd was
then led down the tempered glass hallway into the new Hall of Fame, which
features larger-than-life backlit pictures
With particular flourish, the plaque
to the Gateway Bridge was uncovered
to reveal a sign reading “Sharon D. and
David K. Herzberger Gateway Bridge”—
a surprise which visibly touched the
stunned President Herzberger. The
beautiful new walkway, built with

of current Poet athletes along the walls,
as well as plaques honoring former star
players. The impressive meeting space
now also houses an electronic bank
and monitor, which enables Whittier’s
Hall of Fame awardees to be looked
up by both name and sport.

the generous support of John ’45 and

>> Keep your Purple and Gold pride alive by staying up to date
on Whittier College’s sports highlights, game schedules and
road trips. at www.wcpoets.com.

E

Photos by Tony Leon/Action Sports West and Steven Burns Photography
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1 GRATITUDE. Before unveiling the new Hall of Fame Conference Room, Athletic Director Rob
Coleman expresses his own heartfelt message of thanks to all who continue to support the athletic
programs. 2 2. PAC-THE-GAC. Attendees streamed into the new “Welcome Center” of the remodeled
Graham Athletic Center, which boasts 180 degree-views of both the tennis courts and new pool.
3 CUTTING EDGE. John Peel, P&G board member and parent of two Poet athletes, took command
of the formal ribbon cutting outside the GAC. 4 LEADER BOARD. Larger-than-life-sized photos of
current top athletes illuminate the walls of the new Hall of Fame Conference Room, while a central
digital bank—complete with touch screen and search functions—keep the memories of our illustrious
Hall of Fame inductees alive and well. 5 TAGGED. Thanks to a well-intentioned donor couple, and a
highly prized secret, the unveiling of the newly dubbed “Sharon D. & David K. Herzberger Gateway
Bridge” came as a complete shock to the President. 6 Go poets! Members of all winter/spring
sports teams were on-hand to cheer the pool opening. 7 DIVING IN. Key donors, trustees, and loyal
Purple & Gold supporters Ruth B. Shannon and Vince Daigneault ’85 perch atop one of the newly
acquired diving boards, flanked to the right by a state-of-the-art digital scoreboard.

>> Poet pitcher Ryan Schwenn ’12 recently made headlines when he threw
his first career no-hitter, leading the Poets to a victory over SCIAC
top-ranked University of La Verne.
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GABRIEL FARIAS ’12 SERVES IT UP
TR: How old were you when

TR: What would you say was your

you started in the sport?

most memorable experience playing

GF: I was six when I started playing

for Whittier College?

tennis, although serious training only

GF: Definitely the Spring Break

started at around 15.

tournament trip the team took freshman

TR: What made you choose to
play for Whittier College?
GF: Its location in Southern California,
being recruited by Coach David Bojalad,
[and because] I knew that [Whittier]

year to South Carolina. The matches were
great, but what made it special was the
experience and the adventure of traveling
as a team, and as close friends.
TR: What’s been your most

was building a great program. I also con-

significant win as a Poet athlete?

tacted some of the guys that were on the

GF: It was during that same Spring

team at the time, and they only had good

Break trip. I had other wins before

things to say about the school, the coach,

that, but the first one on the trip was

and the program.

definitely the one in which I had to

TR: What is the difference between
playing tennis in the U.S. and in Brazil?
GF: The main difference is the surface.
In the U.S., you basically only play
on hard courts, whereas in Brazil, the
predominant surface is red clay. The
rhythms are very different, and when
I play for extended periods of time on
either and then change, it takes a little
while getting used to.

overcome mental obstacles and psy-

Photo by Steven Burns Photography

Sports

Hometown: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | Major: Business Administration

chological pressure the most. I was

gave me a good pep talk, telling me to

playing at spot No. 6 during that match,

relax, and that if I just let go, I could play

and every point for the team counted a

better and win. So I came in to the sec-

lot. I started off not playing very well,

ond set with that looser mentality, and

as the difference in climate and courts

won it with surprising ease. The third

was affecting my mental game more

set was a close battle, with momentum

than it should. I took a little longer than

changing between sides a few times. In

my opponent to get my mind into the

the end, though, I managed to keep my

game, and by the time I managed, the

mind in check, and closed a very hard

first set was lost. During the short break

battled set to win the match.

between sets, Coach came over and

HE SHOOTS, HE SCORES.
Thanks to a generous gift made by Sheryl and Don Herrema ’74, chairman

Photo by Ian Bradshaw Photography

of the Whittier College Board of Trustees, pick-up basketball games are now a com-
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monplace activity on the Poet campus. Herrema’s underwriting enabled the installation
of outdoor court surfacing—purple, of course—lighting, and two regulation nets in the
Harris Amphitheater stage area, so that both the intramural sports program and other
“b-ball” enthusiasts will always have an open court to play, regardless of the competitive
season. Pictured: With the reliably balmy Southern California weather, Herrema Court
is seldom vacant, and pickup games like the Orthogonians v. Penns have become
a regular part of the campus landscape.

>> Have you seen the Iron Poet video? Check it out:
http://tinyurl.com/IronPoet.

TR: Having now trained in multiple
countries, what’s been the most
challenging aspect or experience
you’ve encountered?
GF: Definitely the five or six months I
spent in Florida playing at the Bollettieri
Tennis Academy. I went there to hone
my tennis skills, as I had already done
at the Sánchez-Casal Tennis Academy
in Barcelona, and I expected a similar
sort of experience. It was a very different
(but valuable) life experience for me, not
having a lot of the freedom I was used to
as an 18-year old in Brazil and Spain. It
wasn't all bad though; I did make some
good friends that I hold dear to this day.
TR: Who is your favorite pro
tennis player?
GF: My favorite athlete is Brazilian

poet pride. s
At the annual
“Pac the GAC”
night basketball
game, members of
the men’s soccer
team cheered their
fellow Poets on to
a resounding victory
over Occidental.

HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE. Not surprisingly, the highest contingencies of fans supporting Poet sports are…Poet athletes! With just about 30% of the student
body playing for at least one competitive Whittier team, and dozens more competing in the
intramural sports program—match-ups like inner tube water polo, flag football, outdoor bas-

ex-soccer player Ronaldo Nazário de

ketball, and others—this dedicated purple and gold corps is loud and proud in the spectator

Lima, but my favorite tennis player is

stands, ringing cowbells, banging thundersticks, and notably this year, blowing vuvuzelas.

undoubtedly Roger Federer, simply the
best of all time.
TR: Overall, what would you say
this sport has taught you?
GF: Tennis is an individual sport, so it
allows you to get to know your inner
self better—to develop your confidence
and self-esteem, and become more
comfortable with who you are.
TR: What advice would you give
to future Poet athletes?
GF: Take your studies and your
to have fun.
TR: This May you will graduate with
a degree in business; what do you
plan to do next?

Photo by Mike Mullen

sport(s) seriously, but always remember

GF: I hope to work in either the technol-

POETS ON PARADE. More than 250 former and current athletes took the field

ogy or the entertainment industries, to

for a halftime parade during the Homecoming Football Game last fall. The parade showcased

ultimately strengthen the link between

Whittier’s proud sports legacy and gave the cheering crowds a chance to acknowledge

the U.S. and Brazil in whichever sector.

the hard work and triumphs of generations of Poet players. Of the more than 60 alumni

After a few years of real-world experi-

participating in the event were four team captains and 11 All-Americans/All-Conference.

ence, I then plan to pursue a graduate
degree, [most likely] an MBA.

>> Whittier College women began playing basketball on a regular
intramural basis in 1902 on a dirt court in front of Founders Hall.
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defining
leadership

“LEADERSHIP DEFINED IN—AND DEFINING—THE 21ST CENTURY”
36

For 125 years, Whittier College has upheld the academic
mission, core values, and intellectual ideals set forth by its
founders. As such, Whittier has always delivered a curricula
that teaches—as well as a community that embraces—respect
for the individual, freedom of conscience, integrity, social
responsibility and justice, and internationalism.

The commitment to these guiding principles has ensured

at hand. Here [at Whittier] more than anything else, I learned

Whittier College’s place in history, and as a result, Whittier

how to learn. I think the content of what we learn obsoletes

graduates have been at the forefront of civic and civil leader-

over time. But [Whittier] taught me how to simulate knowledge

ship for more than 12 decades. Alumni have gone on to careers

and how I approach problem-solving projects. And that skill

and leadership positions in business, politics, science, educa-

set has served me to this day.

tion, and the humanities, all the while serving their respective
communities with purpose, character, and compassion.

Dawkins: [Following on what Matt said], this notion of being
a member of a team [is] a very important thing to learn. I went

For Whittier Weekend 2011, the campus welcomed three

to the military academy for my undergraduate work and one of

such alumni—and one newly named alumnus—to participate

the things they pride themselves on is being a training ground

in a discussion on leadership today: what it requires, how

of leadership and it’s a very conscious focus. And it’s one that

it must evolve, and how an academic experience such as

is unique in a certain extent in that you participate and prac-

Whittier’s can provide a deliberate and effective training

tice it. You don’t read about it and write about it, you actually

ground for future leaders. This is a theme that will continue

do it. You run the enterprise and that’s an added dimension

to be explored throughout the year ahead as we celebrate

of the advantage, I think….what I [believe I] learned at West

Whittier College: 125 Years of Defining Leadership.

Point more than anything else was followership. I think there’s

Excerpted from a panel discussion with General Pete

And you need to understand the ingredients of both. And I

Dawkins, CEO Matt Espe MBA ’84, and global entrepreneur

think for a good organization, you need to learn how to be

two kinds of qualities. There’s leadership and followership.

Edwin Keh ’79, moderated by CEO and Chairman of the

both of those. You have to learn followership in order to be

Whittier College Board of Trustees Donald J. Herrema ’74.

able to, I think, master some of the key parts of leadership.

DH: How did your educational experiences, as an under-

Keh: To build on [my colleagues’ remarks about leadership

graduate or graduate, influence and impact how you

training], I think it’s also important to learn what service

developed and [now] hold your leadership position? Are

means—in the service of other people, and in the service of

there things—either in your educational background or

the greater good. And that’s one of the exciting things about a

experiences—that molded the type of leader you became?

place like Whittier because you learn, and leave transformed…

Or do you think they were rather innate and natural?

not only because you’ve picked up a new skill set, but more

Espe: My graduate and undergraduate experiences were

systems. [And that’s one of the lessons I took away from my

important because you have picked up some new value
formative. A lot of the projects that were assigned were

undergraduate days at Whittier]—to really work with people,

team-based. And I think that in order to be effective, you need

and make sure that I play the appropriate role—either leader

to know when to be a team member and when to be a team

or follower—in whatever enterprise that I happened to be

leader. I think both roles are important based on the situation

involved in.
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DEFINING LEADERSHIP continued

DH: In the 21st Century and going forward, do you think
leadership is going to be different, i.e., maybe less hierarchical, more collaborative? Or do you think that’s just clinically
correct to be talking about it in today’s environment?
Espe: Technology would suggest collaborative. I think the

something in some narrow field. And they just invest them-

access to information, the access to data, news, the speed at

selves in mastering [that one thing]. Then they grow to a new

which things flow, I think just demands successful leaders—

responsibility, which is different and which is not related to

competent, effective leaders—to be more collaborative. I think

the field in which they had demonstrated this [prior exper-

traditional structures, to some extent, remain in place. But I

tise]. Somehow people attribute credibility to them. On the

think the act of leadership reaches across the boundaries. Now

other hand [you have] people who are “processed managers.”

more than ever, access to information, imaginative information

They never get expert at anything. They just sort of manage

is a competitive advantage. And speed that comes with that is

the process. Then they lose credibility over time. So I think

a competitive advantage. That also means we get to make mis-

one of the features of leadership in the 21st Century is you

takes faster! Now you do make good decisions faster, mistakes

have to understand you’re going to have people working for

are faster, deeper, and more significant.

you, who not only are smarter than you are, but who know
whole fields of knowledge that you have no competence in

Dawkins: If you were going to be the Colonel Commander

at all. And yet you have to build in them confidence in your

of a Calvary Regiment in 1870, literally you had to be able

[abilities to lead and inspire].

to ride faster, shoot straighter, drink harder than any one
of your soldiers. You had to master every skill of every

Keh: The problems that we’re faced with are getting more

person in that Calvary Regiment to have credibility as a

and more complicated. And it’s real-time 24-7, and that’s why

leader. Nowadays, I see the young people who really emerge

we all need to be supportive and be part of a team because of

as effective leaders [are those that] become “expert” at

the urgency of and the nature of the problems. And so many
different skill sets [are needed] for you to solve that problem;
and, therefore, you have to collaborate. So in many ways,
leadership has become a much more collaborative team effort.

“The leader has to set the standard...
there can be no winking on the
integrity issue.”
–CEO Matt Espe MBA ’84

People succeed because they succeed as a team and less so
as an individual. But I think the other side of the coin may
be that leaders now have to have more complex leadership
styles. There are situations in which somebody has to make a
call based on all the data that’s available. And leaders are the
people who then have to figure out at what time I [cede leadership to another] and play [another] role on the team.
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f POET LEADERS.
(L-R) Whittier College Board Chair Don Herrema
moderates the discussion between Matt Espe MBA ’84,
Gen. Pete Dawkins, L.H.D. ’11, and Edwin Keh ’79.

Dawkins: There does have to be an orchestrated choreog-

environments. And you [must be able to] do that in a very

raphy of these different skill sets and people’s capabilities.

sensitive and very effective way. And so those [experiences

But being able to understand when the leadership [needs to

and skills] are critical. How do you communicate across cul-

change hands] is crucial.

tures; how do you understand and pick up some of the subtle
nuances of the different cultures; and how do you get your

Espe: Step one is really to build a very competent team and

point across; and how do you get things done in different

then instill confidence as a leader to let functional leads take

cultural contexts are quite important.

the appropriate leadership role given the challenges they
face. For example, if you know you’re going to need a lot of

Espe: Absolutely. You can’t be afraid of the world. I work for

manufacturing productivity, the manufacturing guy takes on

Armstrong World Industries. As I point out to our employees,

the lead. If you’re having revenue margin issues, sales mar-

especially those in the U.S., the “W” is important. Look at the

keting takes on the lead. [In the end, the leader of a successful

global economy today; it’s my responsibility to make invest-

enterprise] requires a team.

ments in parts of the world that offer us and our shareholders
growth. And those are the places like Russia, China, India,

DH: When does a good leader go against the wishes of his

Brazil. That’s where we have to go now; that’s where we

or her followers or teammates if they think it’s in their

have to invest now for growth. I can’t imagine any business or

best interest?

any commercial enterprise not being affected directly or indirectly by what’s going on in some other part of the world.

Keh: A lot of times, tough decisions aren’t popular, and you
have to have the courage to take that step. But you also have to

DH: How do leaders sustain integrity when they may

develop the skill set to communicate [decisions] in an effective

be dealing with self-serving political or business

manner, so that [your team is persuaded through your convic-

interests, some of which might require paybacks of

tion] that it’s the right course of action to take.

questionable merit?

DH: How important is it for leaders to have an aware-

Keh: There are many jobs that a leader can take on, but the

ness early on of what’s going on in the world—generally

role of guiding an organization and setting the North Star for

speaking—with regard to the leadership experiences

the values and the culture of an organization is solely the job

they may have in the future? I’m thinking specifically of

of the leader. And the leader has to take on those roles in a

our students in the room now.

courageous and unequivocal manner. So it behooves a leader
to take on these hard questions and then make sense out of

Keh: That’s a great question. I ran executive recruitment at

ambiguous and ambivalent and complex situations. But to

a training program for one of the companies I worked with

always be very clear about what is right and what is the hon-

before, and we used to get thousands of resumés—and there

est thing to do.

are two [criteria] that we found very useful. One was to look
for candidates with experience in a third-world or non-

Espe: I think if I could drive one point, the leader has to set

romance [language] country. Second was look for second- and

the standard. There can be no gray; there’s only black and

third-language capabilities. And those are important. We

white. There can be no winking on the integrity issue. [And

are in a globalized economy. Today, you can compete with

as a leader,] you’re never finished communicating this.

every country in the world and you have to be able to operate very comfortably in multi-national and cross-cultural

39

Features

DEFINING LEADERSHIP continued

Dawkins: To me, one of the key functions and roles of a
leader is to have a vision. Not only to have a vision, but to
communicate the vision. You have to have a place people
want to go before they’re going to work to get there. There’s
this tendency for people to think, “Well, the CEO has to have
a vision, but I’m just running a department, I don’t have to
have a vision.” Now my view is everybody has to have a
vision. If you’re head of the copy room, you ought to have a
vision of what’s going to happen in the copy room and get
everybody excited about that. And it used to drive me nuts
when I would ask people, “Do you have a vision?” “Oh, yes,

Dawkins: I believe, by and large, leaders have a tendency

I sent an email out.” You don’t send an email out to commu-

to underestimate how hard people will work. My experience

nicate a vision. It’s got to be a searing, incandescent, vital,

has been that people want to work hard. They’re not afraid

vibrant, Technicolor notion that they all want to do. And you

of hard work. They’re eager to be part of something that’s a

can’t do that by just “sending out an email.”

winning team—a winning enterprise. And often, as leaders,
we make a mistake of not asking enough of them. It’s not that

DH: Can every person become the kind of leader you’ve

we drive them too hard, we don’t ask enough of them. They

been talking about in the context of your discussion?

want to succeed. Our responsibility is to give the wherewithal
to succeed. In the process of that, our enterprise will be suc-

KEH: You know this being a leader is one of those things

cessful. And the flip side of that is: I think good commanders,

that’s “Be careful what you asked for.” (Laughter) Because I

good leaders, care about their people. No matter how gruff or

think it is an onerous responsibility and it is one in which

tough or overtly aggressive a leader is, the ones who were

oftentimes it’s lonely. Because you have to be the person to

most successful, in my experience, are ones who have a

take on the responsibility to look over the horizon and really

genuine regard for the people who work for them.

spend time on steps that people don’t spend their day-to-day
thinking about. And a lot of times, it’s not that fun. I mean

DH: What do you see as the most significant barriers

it’s very rewarding, but it is something that you should not

to women achieving a broader percentage of leadership

consider lightly.

positions in the future and/or how do we break those
barriers down?

Espe: You have three very different guys up here. I mean,
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there are very different backgrounds, very different sets of

Espe: Our work force, and generally our leadership team,

experiences, very different views on things, I’m sure. There

does not reflect the level of diversity that it should be for

are a lot of different paths to that role [of leader] and there are

gender, race—we’re not where we want to be. And for me,

a lot of different leadership roles. You can run a division, you

the diversity issue, while it’s important socially, is important

can run a sales office, you can command troops, you can run a

from a performance perspective for a very simple reason.

company. I think we’d all agree that there’s no one single path

Anything you can do to build a broader, deeper talent pool,

to leadership; there’s no one single style that’s [better]. But I

makes your job as a leader easier. Anything you do as a

think Edwin makes a great point. It’s an awesome responsibil-

leader that narrows or shallows that talent pool works

ity. It’s very engaging work, but it’s tough.

against you. It’s just that simple.

Keh: In my last corporate job at Wal-Mart, I was responsible

ESPE: I think the great leader is a great teacher. A good

for offices in about 29 countries, and we had production in

teacher is a good listener, and a good teacher is a life-long

about 51 countries. And [in many of those countries] women

learner. I mean you can’t teach if you’re not interested in

are [regarded as] slightly better than furniture—certainly

learning yourself, and you certainly can’t teach if you can’t

treated that way. And so you [go] out of the gate at a dis-

listen. So a leader as a teacher, for me, is a great model.

advantage. You don’t get the educational opportunities; you
don’t get the social opportunities; you don’t get the exposure

DH: We probably couldn’t have queued up a final answer

that you need. And what happens is that you just find if you

better, being at Whittier College and teaching being

let things—nature—run its course, you’ll end up with all

[connected] to leadership. But I think it’s highly unusual

men in your management team because those are the guys

that any place would be able to have the wisdom and

with all the advantages. So you do have to skew your effort to

experience and talent and mindset of Matt and Pete

try to right that to the extent that you can. But it is an uphill

and Edwin up on one dais together. So I would like to,

battle and it is difficult and it has to be a conscious effort. I

on behalf of Whittier College, thank all three of you for

wish we can all operate from pure meritocracy in which—

being involved and participating.

around the world—we would give educational opportunities
and commercial and/or financial opportunities to people
based purely on their capabilities, but we’re not there.
DH: Characteristics of leadership. You talked about
some—courage; maintenance of integrity; whether it’s
intellect; whether it’s experience. What are the components of leadership that have either been most effective
in your careers or you have observed in others?
Keh: I think great leadership starts with being very selfless or lack of selfishness in what you do; that you think first
about the mission, vision, the enterprise, and everybody else.
And making everybody else successful. And then, “What’s in
it for me?” becomes something that you are not conscious of

“I think great leadership
starts with being very selfless
or lack of selfishness in what you do;
that you think first about the
mission, vision, the enterprise and
everybody else.”
		
–EDWIN KEH ’79

or aware of.
DAWKINS: I have thought about this and I come up with
five attributes of a leader that to me help understand it. And
those are: vision, competence, will, character—including
integrity—and trust. Different people have different lists, but
those are the attributes that seem to me to cover a good deal of
qualities [a] really effective leader possesses.

To watch the full panel discussion,
visit www.youtube.com/whittiercollege.
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FELLOWship

Greg
Sweeney ’12

Melissa
Davidson ’12

foundations, organizations,

AWARDED: Murphy Fellowship in the
Center for Science, Health and Policy*

and individuals, Whittier

Major: Biology

AWARDED: Fletcher Jones
Program in Health and Science
Undergraduate Fellow*

College has seen the number

Academic Honors/Activities:
Poet Football; 2011 article publication,
Journal of Immunology, presented
at the American Association of
Immunology Conference

With increasing support
from a number of different

of awarded student fellowships grow significantly over
the last few years.
This academic year, a number of students
are exploring targeted projects, conducting fieldwork, and working alongside
faculty to achieve their academic
dreams—all under the auspices of financial grants and resources. These programs
represent a significant external affirmation of Whittier College and its rigorous
academic training ground, but more
importantly, these fellowships further
recognize the tremendous talent that
comprises Whittier’s student population.
Following is a cross-sample of our cur-

rent fellows, detailing their credentials,
special projects, and programs of study.
For more information on these and other
fellows—past and present—please visit
www.whittier.edu/fellowships.
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Research Focus: Studying the maintenance and preservation mechanisms
of chromosome Telomeres, which
impact both aging and immunology
cycles—work that is being conducted
in partnership with Effros lab at UCLA.
This research was included in a recent
publication showing that the activation of telomerase has strong benefits
on vision, immune system function,
skin enhancement, and sexual function. The study further claims that a
highly effective supplement, TA-65,
promotes the release of this enzyme.
The product (TA-65) consists of small
green plants and astragalus.
Faculty Mentor:
Prof. Hector Valenzuela

“Our current projects involve
measuring the effects of
these compounds on human
T-Cell cultures.”
*The Murphy Fellowship is a summer research
award given to a student who is working
directly with a faculty member during the
summer on the faculty’s research efforts.
The award includes a summer stipend to
support the student, and funds for supplies
and other expenses.

Major: Whittier Scholars:
“Medical Ecology”
Minor: Religious Studies
Academic Honors/Activities:
Dean's List, Greenleaf scholarship,
Outstanding Student Athlete ’08 and
’09, Urban Agriculture club, 2012 Relay
for Life Development Committee,
Theta Alpha Kappa
Research Focus: Exploring the
effects of urban storm water runoff on
the population of nitrogen-metabolizing bacteria at the junction between
land and sea.
Faculty Mentor:
Prof. David Bourgaize

“My goal is to be able to determine the relationship between
the amount of nitrogen entering
the local environment and the
resulting population of bacteria
that metabolize nitrogen.”
*The Fletcher Jones Undergraduate Fellowship
program in Health and Science is dedicated to
providing financial and mentoring support to
six to seven of Whittier’s best junior science
students each year.

Photos by Steven Burns Photography

Poonam
Narewatt ’13

Colleen
Daly ’12

Hannah
Whitehurst ’12

Mario
Obando ’13

AWARDED: Richard M. Nixon Fellow*

AWARDED: Los Angeles Integrated
Arts Program Mellon Fellow*

AWARDED: Keck Foundation Fellow*

AWARDED: Mellon-Mays
Undergraduate Fellow*

Major: Political Science and English
Minor: Chinese
Academic Honors/Activities:
Pi Sigma Alpha, Sigma Tau Delta,
Dean's List (2 semesters), Political
Science Student Council, International
Relations Club, Quaker Campus, and
Model United Nations
Research Focus: Analyzing the
political significance of Richard Nixon’s
historic trip to China from dual perspectives—what it meant in 1971, and
its lasting impact in 2012.
Faculty Mentor:
Prof. Mike McBride

“As part of my project, I interned
with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and interviewed scholars and politicians in China and
the Philippines who are learned
in international relations. My
investigation into Nixon’s trip
to China includes the motives
behind it, and the significance
it continues to have on the
United States’ relationship with
China and Asia at large.”
*Created to honor Whittier College alumnus and
former U. S. President Richard M. Nixon ’34,
the Nixon Fellowship Program is designed to
prepare exceptional students for informed
citizenship and service through internships,
scholarship, and research opportunities that
echo Nixon’s successful legacy in domestic
and foreign policy.

Major: Theater and Global &
Cultural Studies
Academic Honors/Activities:
Dean's List, KCACTF Irene Ryan Acting
Scholarship nominee, Sachsen Society,
Department of Theatre productions
Research Focus: Investigating the
social and political implications of
performing arts in Ghana, a project
that is the culmination of her study
abroad experience in Ghana.
Faculty Mentor:
Prof. Jennifer Holmes

“A significant relationship
exists in that country between
performance and a sense of
national unity and community.
This, in turn, plays into feelings
of pride and purpose in developing both an independent
country and identity.”
*The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Fellowship
Program is dedicated to increasing interdisciplinarity and connection to the arts through
student research, internships and project
opportunities for undergraduate juniors.

Major: Whittier Scholar: “Biological
and Chemical Studies of the
Environment” and “Individuals,
Communities, and Natural Resource
Management”
Academic Honors/Activities:
Dean’s List, Omicron Kappa Delta,
Urban Agriculture Club, PARIVAR Club,
Whittier Scholars Council
Research Focus: Examining the
relationship between earthworms and
arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (AMF),
as earthworms are known to consume
some fungi in the soil.
Faculty Mentor:
Prof. Sal Johnston

“I am studying the effects of
non-native earthworms on plant
growth in Southern California.
[My] study compares two
grasses, Nasella lepida and
Lolium multiflorum, which are
native and invasive species,
respectively, and the changes
in plant productivity in correlation to the presence of invasive
earthworms.”
*The Keck Foundation Fellowship Program
is dedicated to increasing student research,
internships, and project opportunities for
undergraduate juniors working through the
Center for Collaboration with the Arts and the
Center for Science, Health, and Policy.

Major: History
Academic Honors/Activities:
John Greenleaf Whittier Merit
Scholarship, Dean’s List, Peer Mentor,
Omicron Delta Kappa, Psi Alpha
Theta, UCI Diversity Fellow
Research Focus: Examining gender,
memory, and marginalization among
Alabama-African American women
during and after Emancipation.
Faculty Mentor:
Prof. Jose Ortega

“Using oral histories, interviews,
and audio narratives complied
by the Federal Writers’ Project
during the 1930s, I plan to
show that although Alabama
African-American women were
socially, racially, economically,
and sexually exploited and
marginalized, they used their
memory, deception, and sexuality to survive.”
*With the support of the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, the Mellon-Mays Undergraduate
Fellowship Program is dedicated to increasing faculty diversity in institutions of
higher learning, by helping to create a pipeline
of talented, diverse students who will go on to
earn Ph.D.’s and enter the professoriate.
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1—SONGS FOR AN AGE. Talented musician Will Wyatt ’10 returned for another concert al fresco. 2—O ‘LEI. Hawaiian Islander Club members, alumni, and parents gathered for some mainland
hospitality in Dezember Alumni House. 3—ROCK ON. Mascot John Poet gave a “thumbs up” to all the alumni who stopped by to sign the Rock at the Welcome Center. 4—MIXING. Palmer sisters
mingle with a former Athenian classmate at the All-Society Mixer. 5—SHOW FACE. Dancers at the 40th annual Tardeada enthrall the crowds with theatrical makeup and energetic performances.
6—HIGH ROLLER. A couple of 80s ladies enjoy favorable odds during Casino Night. 7—DOUBLE-DUTY. Manning the Alumni Board of Directors’ booth at the Poet Family Carnival, Board members
Scott ’04 and Amber Robinson ’01 recruit both alumni and prospective students, simultaneously. 8—ALIANZA, ON A ROLL. Alianza de los Amigos members Nadine Barragan ’09 and Perla Hernandez
’96 take a break from their ambassadorial duties, and demonstrate mad skills at dice. 9—SOLDIER ON. General Pete Dawkins received an honorary degree from the College and immediately went
to class…as a featured speaker in Prof. Fred Bergerson’s course, Military Strategy & Arms Control. 10—PARADE. Drawing athletes from several decades, the Poet sports program was honored at
Homecoming Halftime with more than 250 participants and 21 sports represented in a celebratory parade. 11—MAKING THEIR MARK. Reunioners take advantage of a time-honored tradition,
signing the iconic Rock. 12—WELCOMING FACES. Special thanks to all our invaluable alumni volunteers, such as Bill Francis ‘64 and Kathleen (Kingsbury) Dobrzycki ‘64, who were on-hand to offer
warm greetings, directions, and other vital information to all alumni and families throughout the weekend.
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Matthew J. Espe, MBA ’84

Sunil Hiranandani ’05

Alumni Achievement Award, Graduate Program
CEO & President, Armstrong World Industries, Inc.

Outstanding Young Alumnus Award
Entrepreneur; International Manager & Associate Vice President, HSBC

Having led businesses in
Europe, Asia, and North

Working the last six years for

America, and with 30 years of

financial services organizations,

experience in sales, marketing,

Sunil Hiranandani is part of an elite

distribution and management of

group of highly versatile managers

global manufacturing businesses,

that have the ability to be placed

Matthew J. Espe currently serves

in any part of the HSBC’s operations

as president and CEO for Armstrong

(spanning 80 countries) at very

World Industries, Inc.

short notice. As a result, his assign-

HSBC, one of the world’s largest

ments have taken him to London,

“The thing you
take away from
an institution like
Whittier College
isn’t necessarily what you learn in a
classroom. What you take away from your
time here, whether it’s graduate school
or undergraduate school, is a passion
for learning.”

Mumbai, and Saudi Arabia, and
more recently New York City, where
he assists with HSBC’s risk management and regulatory reporting
efforts at its U.S. headquarters.

“I’m very grateful for what Whittier
College offered me. It was my home;
it was my family. It taught me how to
question, how to discuss, and how to
present an articulate argument.”

I had two wonderful biology professors who paid
attention to me and encouraged me. Dr. James introduced me to serious
science and to research. Dr. Harris was one of the grand old traditional
zoologists; his favorite animals were reptiles, the more venomous the
better. Both of them, and the faculty of the chemistry department, gave
me confidence in myself and provided me with the scientific background
that set me on my path. I thank you, both for the award, and for continuing

”

Whittier’s tradition of quality and caring education that has sustained it
for 125 years. – Dr. James N. Galloway ’66

Marleena Coulston Barber ’03

James N. Galloway ’66

Outstanding Young Alumna Award
Vocal Performer, Choir Director, & Advocate

Alumni Achievement Award, Undergraduate Program
Biogeochemist & Educator
Legally blind from birth

James N. Galloway is the

due to Albinism, Marleena has

Sidman P. Poole Professor of

been active in promoting posi-

Environmental Sciences and

tive disability awareness through

Associate Dean for the Sciences

music and teaching. In addition to

at the University of Virginia.

directing Braille Institute’s Johnny

His research on biogeochemistry

Mercer Children’s Choir in Los

includes the natural and anthropo-

Angeles for the past six years, she

genic controls on chemical cycles

has performed throughout Southern

at the watershed, regional and

California and across the country as

global scales, and in 2008, he was

a solo artist.

awarded the prestigious Tyler Prize
for Environmental Achievement.

“One of the things
I loved most about
my time here was
the focus on celebrating our differences
and encouraging individuality. [Today,]
that’s something that I really believe in,
live by, and try to bring to my work with
[visually impaired] students.”

He is the founding chair of the
International Nitrogen Initiative,
was a member of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Science
Advisory Board, and joined the Board of the Marine Biological Laboratory in
2010. He is the author of the Nitrogen Footprint Calculator, a Fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science and of the American
Geophysical Union, serves on the Board of Bermuda Institute of Ocean
Sciences, and is currently a lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, established by the United Nations Environmental Program and
the World Meteorological Organization.
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Richard I. Gilchrist ’68

Ray Mellado ’73

Service to the College Award
President, Investment Properties Group, Irvine Company; Past Chairman,
Whittier College Board of Trustees

Community Impact Award
Founder, Chairman, and CEO, Great Minds in STEM™

Features

Features

2011 POET AWARDS / continued

Rick Gilchrist is president

Ray Mellado is the founder,

of the Investment Properties

Chairman of the Board & CEO

Group for the Irvine Company and

of Great Minds in STEM™, an

guides all aspects of the Irvine

organization whose mission is to

Company’s office, retail, resort, and

educate, motivate and enable more

apartment properties in Orange

under-served students to achieve

County, Los Angeles, San Diego, and

careers in science, technology,

the Silicon Valley, including develop-

engineering and math (STEM) and

ment, marketing and management.

to develop and leverage Hispanic

Concluding an eight-year term in

STEM talent to play a leadership

2011, he served as the Chairman of

role in the field. Throughout his

the Board for Whittier College, dur-

career, Mellado has taken an active

ing which time a number of critical

leadership role in the Hispanic com-

capital projects were completed,

munity; he was a founding member

including construction of the new

of the Hispanic Association for

Campus Center and renovation

Professional Advancement; serves

and expansion of Wardman Library. Under his tenure, the College’s innovative

on the National Academy of Engineering's Action Forum on Diversity, the U.S.

Centers of Distinction launched; the student population increased in both size

Navy's Diversity Senior Advisory Group, and on the Board of the Foundation for

and academic profile; and the annual fund grew to a historic high in both

the Advancement of Science Education, among others.

percentage of participation and overall dollar amount.

“I came to this College [an] immature 18-year-old,
and I got a world-class liberal arts education.

I was taught how to think. I was

taught that there’s a bigger world out there than
what I was used to; taught to aspire; taught many
of the traits and characteristics that have made

all the difference in my life. So

there’s been no service provided by me. If there’s

”

an award to be given, it’s me to the College. It’s
been a privilege and a pleasure always to call
Whittier College mine.”
— Richard I. Gilchrist ’68
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“Thank you, Whittier College, for giving
a kid from East LA a chance, for [showing me] the horizon of a life that a college
education would allow….But most of
all thank you for having us study and
debate the great thinkers and the great
philosophers whose works formed
this country.”

Luz Maria Galbreath P ’11, ’12

Arturo Porzecanski ’71

Honorary Alumna Award
Director of the Martin Ortiz Programs, Cultural Center at Whittier College

Community Impact Award
Distinguished Economist-in-Residence, American University;
Founder & Expert, Systematic Capillary Leak Syndrome (SCLS) Community

Luz Maria Galbreath joined

Arturo Porzecanski spent

the Whittier College Cultural

nearly 30 years as an inter-

Center in 2004, and has served

national economist, but in

as director of the Ortiz Programs

2005 he quit life on Wall Street to

(formerly the Center for Mexican-

become a full-time professor. Soon

American Affairs) and assistant

after, he was diagnosed with SCLS

director of the Cultural Center since

an exceedingly rare and frequently

2006. Among her numerous duties,

fatal illness which left him partially

Galbreath oversees and produces

disabled and brought him repeat-

various annual cultural and educa-

edly to the brink of death. In

tional events, including signature

2008, he founded what became

program Tardeada, Hispanic Heritage

an Internet-based support group

Month, Dìa de los Muertos, Brindis

of patients, relatives, and doctors

Navideño, and the Latino Graduates

that has since raised awareness and

Celebration Under Galbreath's direc-

spread life-saving knowledge—an

tion, the Ortiz Programs have been

effort that since persuaded the

lauded by Excelencia! in Education,
a national organization conceived to highlight institutional practices that

National Institutes of Health to launch a first biomedical research project on
SCLS, which continues to date.

increase Latino students enrolling in and completing post-secondary degrees.
She has been instrumental in the development of a Spanish-language parent
orientation program at the College, and serves on the Board of Directors for
local advocacy group HOT (Hispanic Outreach Taskforce).

“When I came to Whittier College, all I
hoped for was to be able to change—or
make a change in—someone’s life. That’s
all I wanted. After working for several
years, I now realize that my life has been
the one that has changed.”

“Until I had heard the news of this
award, I had not connected what I
had been doing with Whittier and its
tradition of Quaker values. And yet,
helping others who are in need in
whatever ways are open to us, and
encouraging individuals to look outward
and connect with others in a communal
enterprise—these are Quaker values.”
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REGIONAL OUTREACH RAISES
SUPPORT FOR “LOCALS”
Developing Whittier

local poets unite for good cause

With nearly 2,000 alumni living

ramping up of a formal Orange County

in California’s Orange County, it’s little

Alumni Chapter—a directive undertaken

wonder that this group holds high

by the Alumni Association Board of

interest in sponsoring “one of its own.”

Directors. With a goal to build a strong

Begun in earnest late last fall,

Should you wish to s
contribute directly
to the O.C. Poets
Scholarship, please
contact Kurt Johnson,
director of annual giving,
at 562.907.4288 or
kjohnson@whittier.edu.

a Hosts with the most. Trustee Bill ’55 and Harriet Harris
opened their home for an inaugural O.C. Poets event.

local network that will engage and

an effort is underway to establish an

address the interests of alumni living and

music by student pianists, and the

annual O.C. Poets Scholarship, which

working in this region, the O.C. Alumni

newly unveiled “Poet Promenade”

will offer tuition assistance to qualify-

Chapter will provide ample opportunity

mojito cocktail. During the event’s

ing first-year Whittier College students,

for alumni to connect with one another

program, President Herzberger deliv-

native to the region. To date, about $10K

and with the College in multiple ways,

ered an abbreviated “State of the

has been raised, which will be awarded

including student mentorship, volunteer

College,” host Bill Harris received special

to two students before the start of the

service, and planned career networking

acknowledgement for his legacy of

fall 2012 semester. And more contribu-

and social events.

service and philanthropy to the College,

tions to support a continued scholarship

Heralding the launch of this new

and Rhonda Askeland ‘79, member

fund are anticipated. After all, this is a

alumni chapter and its initiatives was

of the Alumni Board and O.C. Alumni

region that collectively has contributed

a tremendous social event held in

Chapter Chair, shared plans for future

more than $300K to the College over the

Newport, generously hosted by Trustee

regional activities.

last fiscal year—most notably in gifts

Bill ’55 and Harriet Harris. The June

directly benefiting current students.

If you would like to stay current on

gathering brought about 100 locals

O.C. alumni matters, please “Like” us on

The timing of this scholarship effort is

together for a lovely afternoon, replete

our new Facebook fanpage, www.face-

fortuitous, as it comes in tandem with the

with gourmet cuisine, stunning views,

book.com/ocpoets.

D.C. Alumnus Names 125th Anniversary Scholar
David Fowler ’84 has spent his

by funding a “125th Anniversary Scholarship” for a qualifying student.

successful career bolstering the

This special 125th Anniversary Scholarship program was created by

accounting and information technology

the College in celebration of its quasquicentennial year, to enable indi-

systems for the U.S. Navy and other govern-

viduals to name a scholar in their honor for the 2012-2013 academic

ment agencies in Washington D.C. As with

year. The “David Fowler 125th Anniversary Scholar” will be selected

so many accomplished alumni of the College,

this fall and will provide Fowler the opportunity to connect with a

Dave attributes many of his achievements

student scholar throughout the year.

to his Whittier experience, particularly the

“Though it was many moons ago, I could not have attended

close interaction he had with the College’s

Whittier without the support of scholarships. It’s important for me to

extraordinary faculty.

now do the same for others. I’ll look forward to hearing from the stu-

“Professors Chuck Laine and Greg Woirol were incredible influences
on me as an economics major. I want to enable the next generation of
Whittier students to have the same transformative experience that I
did, particularly in developing close relationships with faculty.”
A member of the John Greenleaf Whittier Society since 2005,

dent receiving a 125th Anniversary Scholarship that I made possible.
It’s great to be involved.”
For more information on how to join Fowler in naming a 125th
Anniversary Scholar, please visit www.whittiercollege125.wordpress.
com/125-scholarship.

Fowler chose to make a new commitment to students at the College
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>> In 1922 the Spanish club, La Tertulia Espanola, had strict meeting rules
that required readings given my members dressed in Spanish costumes.

MELLON FOUNDATION
CONTINUES, AUGMENTS
PARTNERSHIP WITH WHITTIER

SCIENCE PROGRAMS RECEIVE
SIGNIFICANT ENDORSEMENT

Earning two nods of approval from the

from the National Institutes of Health

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Whittier

through the Biomedical/ Biobehavioral

College will now have the opportunity

Research Development (BRAD) Program.

to not only continue a successful student

The award of approximately $450K will

fellowship program, but also to expand

enable the College to build capacity in

its catalog of travel-study courses in the

research administration through the cre-

year ahead.

ation of an Office of Sponsored Research

Whittier has received its first-ever grant

Through a significant renewal

with a dedicated grants manager. With

grant, the Mellon Mays Undergraduate

the addition of this important resource,

Fellowship (MMUF) Program at Whittier

Whittier faculty will now have critical

College will remain active, enabling

support to help identify, apply for, and

selected honorees to pursue indepen-

secure new research funding; admin-

dent research projects in collaboration

ister and steward current awards; and

with faculty advisors across a broad

to develop and increase more research

range of disciplines. Ultimately, the goal

opportunities for students. Whittier is

of the MMUF program is to diversify the

one of only two schools in the U.S. to be

professoriate by identifying talented

awarded an NIH-BRAD grant this year.

young scholars from underrepresented

Annual Luncheon
Celebrates
Opportunity Created
On April 18, more than 100 scholarship and fellowship
donors and student recipients gathered in A.J. Villalobos Hall for
the 54th Annual Scholarship and Fellowship Luncheon. This year,
the College added the celebration of undergraduate fellowships
to the luncheon to recognize the critical role that they play in
creating extraordinary opportunities for students at Whittier.
Prof. Rosemary Carbine, director of fellowships and visiting
assistant professor of religious studies at Whittier, highlighted
the interplay between scholarships and fellowships at Whittier.
“Scholarship support makes it possible for many talented
students to attend Whittier and embark on their educational
journeys,” she noted. “Once here, fellowships create unique
opportunities for students to conduct independent research
and creative projects under the guidance of faculty advisors, or
travel internationally for study abroad and internships. In this
way, scholarships and fellowships act like stepping stones to

ate and graduate school education. To

WHITTIER AWARDED
PRESTIGIOUS HOWARD HUGHES
MEDICAL INSTITUTE GRANT

date, all Whittier MMUF fellows who

Whittier College has been selected to

cies, and individual donors, fellowships earned by students

have applied to Ph.D.

receive a four-year, $800,000 grant

at Whittier include a financial award to help fund research,

programs have been accepted. (For

from the Howard Hughes Medical

creative projects, or internships, reducing the daily concern of

more on current fellows, see pp. 42-43)

Institute (HHMI) to support the College’s

making ends meet. Too often, students cannot take advantage

efforts to promote new, innovative

of meaningful academic or job-related experiences because they

Foundation has awarded Whittier a

strategies for improving science and

cannot afford to do so. In today’s difficult market, these experi-

new “Presidential Support” Grant,

math education in grades K-12. This

ences have become more critical for students in enhancing their

intended to address an identified, key,

grant will advance the way undergradu-

applications and resumes as they compete for graduate school

institutional strategic aim. Whittier’s

ates and graduate students—who will

or full-time employment.

proposed initiative, “Promoting the

become the next generation of K-12 sci-

Globalization of the Curriculum through

ence and math teachers—are educated,

Travel Courses Employing a Blended

and help current teachers integrate new

Online Pedagogy,” earned the $150K

approaches to their teaching.

minority groups and providing support
and guidance through their undergradu-

Additionally, the Mellon

grant, which will enable the expansion

assist students with achieving their present and future goals.”
With current funding from foundations, federal agen-

Whittier was among 47 small

of the College’s international cur-

colleges and universities in the United

riculum through the creation of up to

States to receive competitive grants from

eight additional travel-study courses.

HHMI’s Precollege and Undergraduate

The project amplifies Whittier’s efforts

Science Education Program. A select

to educate students to live and work

group of 215 primarily undergradu-

around the world, strengthens applied

ate institutions were invited to apply

and engaged learning, and builds upon

based on their record of excellence in

existing opportunities for students to

graduating students in the sciences.

learn through the intense mentorship of

This was Whittier’s first invitation to the

faculty as they travel together.

prestigious national competition and the

a poet-to-poet. Nixon Fellow Poonam Narewatt ’13; Trustee,
Campaign Chair, and Scholarship Donor Alan Lund ’71; Fellowship
Director Rosemary Carbine; and President Sharon Herzberger.

College’s first award from HHMI.

>> Whittier’s original mascot, Friday the Squirrel, was recently highlighted
as a ‘Hidden Gem’ by the Whittier Daily News: http://tinyurl.com/wcfriday.
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FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCiATION PRESIDENT
Greetings fellow Poets!
Fellow Poets:

the country for a day of giving back and

well into the future! For more information

As the College closes yet another tremendous

volunteerism—such an important part

on how you can help, please contact the

academic year, I am pleased to bring you an

of Whittier College’s mission and of our

Office of Alumni Relations, 562.907.4222 or

update of alumni-focused activities and ini-

Alumni Association. We will continue to

alumni@whittier.edu.

tiatives successfully completed or underway,

grow this program next year. If you would

POET NATION
SUMMER TOUR 2012!

led by your Board of Directors.

like to get involved in our larger planning

particularly as we celebrate the College’s

committee for 2013, please email me, care

125th year, I would like to invite each of

Bringing the Poet spirit
on the road—“if you’re
not here, we’re there!”

Whittier Weekend 2011 was a truly

of alumni@whittier.edu, subject line “Day of

you to consider joining one or more of

spectacular one, made particularly memo-

Service Committee.”

our Alumni Board standing committees.

Orange County June 2
Los Angeles June 15
San Diego June 24
New York City June 28
Oahu July 20
Maui July 21
Portland July 24
Paris July 24
San Francisco July 28
London July 29
Seattle July 29
Washington, D.C. August 18
Boston September 9

rable by the sight of so many alumni

As I wrote to you all late last fall,

Our regional organization development

Looking forward to the months ahead,

We have so much work to do, and the more

returning to the Poet campus to partake in

continues apace; throughout fall and spring,

alumni who contribute their expertise, time,

our expanded programming for family and

we held a variety of activities and events in

and energy to our initiatives, the more we

friends. We benefited from new intellectual,

areas including New York, San Diego, Hawaii,

will benefit from one another—and the more

networking, and celebratory activities, and

San Francisco, Georgia, and Massachusetts,

we will have to offer future generations of

toasted the many accomplishments of our

continuing our target to build a significant

Whittier Poets. Right now, we have openings

Poet Awardees—including the introduction

number of strong Whittier College Alumni

in the following workgroups (Board member-

of a new award designated for alumni of

Chapters that will meet the needs and inter-

ship is not required): Alumni Professionals

Whittier’s graduate programs. (A special nod

ests of our membership on the local level.

Networking Committee, Special Events &

to our first inductee, Matt Espe MBA ’84!) A

In further support, the Office of Alumni

Service Committee, Graduates of the Last

special thanks to all who made the weekend

Relations has coordinated with alumni

Decade Committee, and Alumni Affinities

such a success, and my thanks in particular

volunteers both here and abroad to offer

Development Committee. As noted above, we

to a committee of the Alumni Board who

the “Poet Nation Summer Tour 2012” (see

also need volunteer leaders who would like

spearheaded the implementation of such

box at left), giving alumni the chance to

to help on the regional level in the follow-

additions as the Parade of Poet Athletes and

get together at various venues and events in

ing areas: Boston, Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago,

Family Carnival.

13 cities. I encourage you all to join us for

Seattle, Portland, Orange County, and Greater

Heading into spring, we likewise

any—or all!—of these wonderful activities,

Los Angeles. If you would like to be of ser-

experienced success with our 2nd Annual

and to get involved with your local chapter.

vice in any capacity, please do contact the

Worldwide Poets Day of Service, which

We need your input, your leadership, and

Office of Alumni Relations, 562. 907.4222 or

brought alumni out to communities around

your support as we grow our Poet network

alumni@whittier.edu.
I welcome your feedback and suggestions at any time, and where possible, I hope
to meet you in person during the “Summer

Photo by Caroline Galvin ’08

Tour.” If you are unable to attend our events

l et’s go, chargers! Last December, members of the San Diego Poet Alumni Chapter headed out on a balmy Sunday to tailgate
Poet-style and watch the action from a special Poet section in Qualcomm Stadium. About 20 alumni and friends assembled for the
event, wearing a mix of purple and gold and navy—all to represent their Poet-Charger pride. More activities are being planned in this
region for summer and fall; to stay in contact and find out more about volunteering or joining the group, please join our Facebook
fanpage at www.facebook.com/SanDiegoPoets, or by e-mailing us at alumni@whittier.edu.

this summer, though, I will certainly be on
campus for the landmark celebrations for
the College’s 125th birthday, during Whittier
Weekend 2012. I hope you will, too!
Sincerely,

Steve Weston ‘83
Alumni Association President

>> Last fall, science teacher Lisa Garcia-Cordes ‘86 took part in a microgravity
experience 30,000 feet above the Pacific to show her students that “science is cool.”
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GENIUS REMEMBERED
Alumnus Memorializes Friend & Colleague Jobs

together as close business partners
during the turnaround of Apple, and
shared the challenges and joy of the
company’s resurrection. Who will ever
forget Michael Dell’s statement about
Apple at its nadir in 1997: “I’d shut

medalist
Through the years, Whittier
College Poets have received many

it down and give the money back
to shareholders.”

Photo by Court Mast, Mast Photography, Inc.

Steve Jobs and I worked

I met Steve Jobs in late 1996,
when Apple was evaluating a possible
acquisition of NeXT. I remember a

accolades and awards for extraordinary

meeting at the Garden Hotel in Palo

invested heavily in the development of

service. But very few have an actual

Alto, and Steve giving a very impressive

the new operating system, Mac OS X.

award named in their honor.

demonstration of the NeXTSTEP

In 2001, Steve began to reposition

This year, the University of

operating system. The [eventual]

Apple at the center of the digital lifestyle

Pennsylvania has done just that for

acquisition of NeXT [in 1997] brought

with the long awaited introduction of

one of our Whittier alumni.

critical assets to Apple, including

Mac OS X, the continued rollout of digital

Here forward, The Robert Zemsky

NeXTSTEP, which became the foundation

lifestyle applications (i.e., iMovie, iPhoto,

Medal for Innovation in Higher Education

for Mac OS X; fifty very talented software

& iDVD), the introduction of the iPod

will recognize distinguished leadership

engineers; and ultimately, Steve Jobs.

with Apple’s iTunes software and the

in the field, those individuals making

About six months after the acquisition

opening of Apple’s first retail store. This

significant impact to the business of

of NeXT, Apple’s board decided to oust

was the beginning of Apple’s transfor-

higher education. The bronze disc is

Gil Amelio as CEO and bring Steve Jobs

mation from a traditional PC company

crafted to reflect its namesake’s three

back as a special advisor to Apple’s

into a consumer products company,

primary educational influences: the

Board, while a search was launched

leveraging superior software and design

flame (Whittier College), the book (Yale

for a new CEO. During the next three

strengths into new product areas like

University), and the dolphin (University

months, I worked closely with Steve

iPod, iPhone and iPad. As a result, over

of Pennsylvania).

as he overhauled the board, killed the

the last decade Apple has delighted

company’s clone licensing program,

consumers with a steady stream of

recipient was Bob Zemsky ’62 himself,

and consummated a historic deal with

innovative products, and become one of

a man who for 20 years has served

Microsoft. These moves, proved to be

America’s most valuable enterprises.

as founding director for one of the

critical to Apple’s survival. In September

country’s top public-policy institutes

of 1997 Apple’s board convinced Steve

the ashes of near death could only

on educational research and analysis.

to become interim CEO.

have been led by Steve Jobs. Only he

Not surprisingly, the inaugural

In the ceremony, he was celebrated

From 1998 to 2000, Steve stabilized

f Fred Anderson ‘66
served as Chief
Financial Officer of
Apple Computer from
1996 to 2004. He is
currently a managing
director at Elevation
Partners, a private
equity firm that
makes large-scale
investments in
market-leading media,
entertainment, and
consumer-related
businesses.

The resurrection of Apple from

understood the soul of Apple and its

for his “lifetime commitment to higher

the Mac business and returned Apple

innovative roots, and the importance

education” and for “initiating the use

to profitability. He executed a massive

of combining art and science in the

of market analysis…to help institutions

restructuring, retrenching to the company’s

creation of truly great products. Only he

meet their missions while staying

strongest market niches, improved

had the powerful personality, vision and

‘market smart’.”

product quality, outsourced manufactur-

taste to achieve greatness. There will

ing, and brought the successful iMac to

never be another Steve Jobs.

market. Steve returned innovation and

Reprinted from Forbes Magazine October 2011.

operational excellence to Apple, and

>> Poets come back. If you’d like to contribute your talents to the alumni house
programming, please call the Office of Alumni Relations, 562.907.4222.
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SCHOOLED

on the run

Whittier Educators Receive National Honors

Alumna Finds Challenge
in “Amazing Race”
Ordinarily, a day in the life of federal
agent Jamie Graetz ’00 may include
weapons, tactical maneuvers, keen
analysis, quick thinking, and physical
danger and exertion.
Not coincidentally, her experience
and skill set ultimately made her a tough

Across Whittier College’s
long history there are numerous
outstanding graduates who have gone on
to careers as teachers and school administrators. We recognize that as fact, and
this past year, two more national organizations have seen the light, as well.
The American Association of
School Administrators selected
Whittier Union High School District

backgrounds. As such, nearly 100 percent

Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson ’77

of the district’s seniors pass the

as California’s nominee for the 2012

California High School Exit Exam and

National Superintendent of the Year

93 percent graduate.

Award. The National Association of

Race.” Her goal, she noted in her show
profile, was to “go hard or go home.”
And hard she went. For weeks this
spring, Graetz’ progress with her teammate Nary Ebeid was followed closely
on the Sunday night show. Though
eliminated in the eighth leg of the race,
the pair still crossed through three
continents, parachuted from airplanes,
repelled down the interior of buildings,
calculated cattle auction weight-to-price

f TEACHER,
TEACHER:
(Top photo)
Distinguished
principal Penny
Fraumeni ’68
poses with her
students. (Lower
photo) Whittier
Union School
District Superintendent Sandra
Thorstenson ’77.

figures, handmade empanadas, strung
harps, built solar kitchens, and completed several other exercises designed
to physically exhaust and mentally
challenge the competing teams.
Looking back, Graetz feels good
about her overall performance; after all,
she and Ebeid far outshined most of their
competitors in terms of grace under pressure, positive and classy attitude, and
continued support of each other.
“We were very happy with how we
ran [the race], and would do it the exact

Fraumeni has four decades of experi-

Elementary School Principals, mean-

ence under her belt. Fifteen years ago

while, announced its pick for California’s

she started the K-8 Fairgrove Academy—

2011 National Distinguished Principal,

a school serving largely at-risk students

Penny Fraumeni ’68, M.Ed ’84.

with a curriculum “focused on literacy with

Thorstenson is credited for spear-

winning reality show “The Amazing

same way if we were to run it again
tomorrow,” she said in a CBS interview.
“We were aggressive… always ready for a
challenge, and never gave up.”

an emphasis in fine arts and technology.”

heading Whittier Union’s transformation

Under Fraumeni’s direction, Fairgrove has

into a high-achieving district with five

grown into a top-ranked academy, named

comprehensive high schools serv-

in 2010 a California Distinguished School

ing 13,400—mostly Latino students

and twice recognized as a Title 1 Academic

from socio-economically disadvantaged

Achieving School.

>> Mark your calendars! Whittier Weekend 2012
is slated for October 25-28.
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Nary Ebeid (left) s
and Jamie Graetz ’00

Photo courtesy of CBS

Alumni News

Photos courtesy of Keith Durflinger, San Gabriel Valley Tribune

competitor this season in CBS’s award-

E

MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE QUAKER INFLUENCE
By David Burk Brown ’51
World War II Veteran David Burk

Capitol, and to stay informed through the

tenants re-paint their dilapidated dwelling.

Brown ’51 wrote a thoughtful essay about

Washington Post daily!

Within sight of the Capitol, these homes

his experiences working with underprivileged

I lived close by, just six blocks behind

without indoor plumbing or electricity

youth throughout the United States as an

the Supreme Court building, and I soon

remained from Civil War days. Kerosene lamps

educator, counselor, and social worker. He

attended the historic Quaker Meeting. I

prevailed, and outdoor water faucets were

credits his connection to Whittier College,

learned that their Social Action Committee

shared. A black Baptist Church nearby offered

the Quaker Meeting, and the American

needed a Weekend Workcamp Director to

weekend housing for all volunteers. I asked

Friends Committee for helping motivate him

supervise volunteer high school and college

the owners for paint and brushes, and we

towards a life of social justice. An excerpt

students in helping Black ghetto housing

went to work.

Brown’s essay can
be read in full at
www.whittier.edu/
DavidBrown.

from that submission appears below.
In February, 1949, Whittier College
accepted me as a veteran on the GI Bill.
A $75 monthly stipend was my living wage,
plus part-time jobs throughout the next
2.5 years. Whittier impressed me as a small,
friendly college of 1,200 students, where
I volunteered to write a weekly “Brownbeat”
music column for the student newspaper,
earned a swim team letter, and ushered
student group.
When I first visited the Quaker Meeting
on a Sunday morning, in the Great Hall of
Mendenhall, the folding chairs were gathered
in a circle. A Silent Meeting, without a

Linda vallejo

minister, or a pulpit or altar, where those
present would ‘be led to speak only from a
higher calling’ was impressive and unusual.
I continued to attend through my college
years. (I remember becoming restless at age

NATURAL BEAUTY
Alumna Artist Draws Inspiration from Experience, Nature

16 with the traditional Protestant service of

The latest exhibit by artist Linda Vallejo ’73, “A Prayer for the Earth,” was the opening installation in the

printed programs, pre-selected hymns and

Contemporary Artist Series 2012 at the Museum of the Southwest located in Midland, Texas. Years in

Bible verses, and a sermon by the minister.)

the making, the work is part of a tribal series resulting from 30 years of studying Native American

[I eventually headed] to Washington,

traditions. According to the artist, this special collection is “a mixed media installation combining oil on

D.C. in the fall, 1952, to begin my new

canvas paintings representing the beauty of nature; earth-based sculpture focusing on a symbiotic

full-time job assignment with the Friends

relationship to nature; mixed media sculpture and collage focusing on environmental issues and concerns,

Committee on National Legislation (the

and a ‘central mandala’ of manipulated photographs with images of pollution juxtaposed with images

Quaker Lobby), on Capitol Hill. This

of international indigenous cultures in the act of ceremony and prayer.”

involved the printing and mailing of the

Photo courtesy of Linda Vallejo

at L.A. Philharmonic Auditorium with our

Vallejo connects her passion for art with her multicultural upbringing and experiences in the U.S.

monthly newsletter, and maintaining the

as well as Germany and Spain. “I draw inspiration from many different points of view,” she says.

membership rolls. This was truly exciting:

“Books, poetry, visual art, architecture, political issues, social issues—I draw inspiration from just about

to be involved with issues of social justice,

everything I experience.”

to be within a five-minute walk to the U.S.

>> Mendenhall—one of the campus’ oldest building and perhaps one of the most
haunted—is also the home of the alumni relations office. Stop by and say hello!
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MARRIAGES &
COMMITMENTS
Alice J. Salcido ’76 and Jim Schroeder,

Class of 1951

July 11, 2009. wJessica Robledo ’05 and Peter
Will, July 3, 2011. wRoberta “Bobbie” Roy ’07
and Matthew Cukro, June 18, 2011. wLaura
Guzman ’07, M.Ed. ’09 and Chris Dalley ’06,
September 10, 2011. wRebecca Mock ’08 and
Conner McClure ’08, August 4, 2011. wAlicia
McConnell ‘XX and Chad Severson, July 2, 2011.

’50

BIRTHS & ADOPTIONS
To Scott and Sarajane (Reible) Baumgardner ’96,
a son, Luke Charles, January 8, 2012. wTo Kevin
and Krista (Whyte) Cain ’99, a son, Rowan Louis,
April 10, 2011. wTo Erik and Sarah (BrownWagner) Lima ’03, M.Ed. ’08, a daughter, Daphne
Frances, March 18, 2011. wTo Franny (Condou)
’04, M.A. ’07 and Jeff Padget ’04, a daughter,
Olivia Anne, February 1, 2012. wTo Chad and Jodie
(Ehrlich) Bratten ’04, a son, Charles “Charlie”
Matthew, June 19, 2011. wTo Kanishka and Sunil
Hiranandani ’05, a son, Kushaal, January 27, 2011.

CLASS NOTES

’41

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Grace (Mills) Koopmans writes she was sorry to

miss the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the
Class of 1941. “However, a trip to Cuba took precedence. I continue to travel and last year I enjoyed a
visit to Prague and a cruise down the Danube River.
But a greater adventure was a month of travel in
South Africa, Kenya, Zimbabwe, and Botswana, which
included a total of 15 safaris. What a thrill it was to
see the beautiful animals in their natural habitats and
the amazing landscapes, enhanced by the friendliness
of the native people.”

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Bill Witthuhn retired after spending 31 years

“molding the character of a whole passel of youth.
I immediately switched to real estate and enjoyed
the profession for 15 years. I now live in my beautiful big home looking down on Hayden Lake in North
Idaho. I am active! I play cards, visit friends, and
am involved with my children and their families. In
particular, I enjoyed the years when the WWII vets
were attending Whittier College.”

’51

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Ray Cole “retired twice” since receiving his master’s
degree. He remains active in Whittier and First United
Methodist Church, and his interests include his family
and travel.

’54

Class Agent
Mrs. Marjorie (Conley) Aikens
368 West El Portal
Palm Springs, CA 92264-2603

Betty (Barmore) Jordan reports that she and Dale

are enjoying their children, grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren, and celebrated their 60th anniversary in November. Their last trip was to Maine for
the Jordan Reunion at Cape Elizabeth, where the first
Jordan arrived from England in the 1630s. WJeanne
(Heikkinen) Barnett reports: “I look forward to

receiving The Rock. Attending Homecoming was in my
plans, but since I lost my husband I find it somewhat
difficult to do the things he took care of.” WCarol

Class photos by Steven Burns Photography

(Hochuli) Stanfield and husband Howard's oldest

Class of 1946

56

grandchild graduated last year and secured a job
working in management for Enterprise. The pair
love to travel, and enjoyed a fall visit to Hawaii.
WC. Raymond Johnson retired after 28 years at
Piper Aircraft Corporation in Lock Haven, PA, and
has been living in Lakeland, FL these past 20 years.
WPat (Kennedy) Moritz lives in Royal Oaks in Duarte,
“a beautiful retirement home, with a pond populated
with a few to sometimes 250 ducks. I make sure that
the ducks are fed and the area is clean and safe.”
She also enjoys day trips to “many interesting places.”

WRuth (Rowekamp) Hudson attended graduations
last summer in Vancouver (twice) and Pacific Grove,
then vacationed in Mammoth. She also enjoyed visits
from grandchildren. WSally (Scott) Feistel and
husband Terry are “just catching up with classmates
who have great-grandchildren.” They now have six
grandchildren under nine years of age, and their family
includes two teachers and one engineer. “We recently
attended a Concours, where we saw a rare Porsche like
the one Terry drove on our first date in Santa Barbara
in 1958. Sweet memories!” WWilliam S. Tuttle
continues to substitute teach for Whittier City Schools.
He and wife Donna celebrated their 57th anniversary
last June. William reports that they are the proud
parents of six children, proud grandparents of 14, and
they have one great-granddaughter. WAlessandro
Vejar retired in 1986 after teaching 30 years in Spain
with the U.S. Department of Defense Overseas Schools.
He and wife Amelia return to Spain every summer to
visit with her family and to continue their research on
Alessandro's Spanish roots that date back to 1607.
WVirginia Weaver enjoyed a beautiful summer
in Carlsbad. Joined by her daughter and grandson
she also visited Catalina, her first trip there since her
college days.

’55

Class Agent
Mrs. Jane (Soderberg) Gothold
10121 Pounds Avenue
Whittier, CA 90603-1649

Marvin Sipple reports: “After my wife Lucia (Kelly) ’55

passed away, I married Mary Siberr, a retired professor
from the University of California at San Diego. We
recently traveled with a group of graduate students to
visit Mondragon, Spain in the Basque region to learn
about the Mondragon corporate, worker-owned business model.”

’56

Class Agent
Dr. Stu E. Gothold
10121 Pounds Avenue
Whittier, CA 90603-1649

Married to Harriet (Utley) ’56, John Schultz is a
retired political science professor. Among his career
highlights, he developed and taught political science
classes designed to facilitate successful transferral to
four-year and graduate institutions. He has traveled
and camped extensively in Baja Mexico, Spain, France,
and 89 other countries. He also had a six-month
appointment as a Congressional Fellow for Congressman
David Dreier. John enjoyed a 15 month sabbatical in
Africa and eastern Europe with wife Harriet and their
three children. His hobbies include tennis, travel, and
political activism.

>> 2
 012 marks the 125th anniversary of Whittier College! A special
birthday celebration is slated to take place at Whittier Weekend.
Stay tuned for more information.

Class of 1956

WShirley (Smallwood) Arms notes: “I only have
one granddaughter, but she is very special to me!”
Shirley recently enjoyed a Baltic cruise. WHarriet
(Utley) Schultz enjoys life in Southern California, and
volunteers for the Arboretum and Planned Parenthood,
among others Harriet has traveled to 79 countries,
including a special trip to France with son Eric, who is
a jazz musician and has worked in Paris as a professor
for 27 years.

’57

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Lynn Blystone retired in 2010 after 29 years at the

helm of an NYSE/AMEX oil and gas company. Soon
after, he and two industry friends started a small private oil company, Roya Resources, LLC (“Roya” is
a Persian word meaning “beautiful dream”) and are
drilling wells around Bakersfield.

’60

Class Agent
Miss Daunn Lovejoy
810 West Glenwood Terrace
Fullerton, CA 92832-1022

Class Agent Daunn Lovejoy reports: “I am fighting cancer spots in my stomach with chemotherapy.”
WAthenian sisters Donna (Daly) Graham, Nancy
Stambaugh, Marilyn (Jimerson) Anderson, Sally
(Gafford) Martin, Connie (Ayers) Hanson ’61,
Penny (Horvath) Paulus ’61, Marjorie (Millikan)
Olson ’61, Sharon (Senac) Baziak ’61, and Marian
(Voss) Goodson ’61 took the train from Fullerton to
San Juan Capistrano for a day of shopping and lunch
at the Cedar Creek Inn. Orchestrated by Marian, the
outing proved “a lovely day to be on a train and catch
up with good friends over lunch.”

’61

Class Agents
Mr. Gary Goodson
Mrs. Marian L. (Voss) Goodson
1308 Alta Mesa Drive
Brea, CA 92822-5881

Class Agents Gary and Marian (Voss) Goodson
write: “We were college sweethearts when we married
50 years ago. We celebrated our 50th anniversary in
June 2011 with family on Kauai at Poipu Beach and on
Oahu at Waikiki Beach.” Of note, the new San Gabriel

Theater was recently named ‘Gary Goodson Theater’ in
Gary’s honor! Gary is involved in Rotary, and Marian
is involved in the Assistance League; avid travelers,
the pair have visited Europe, China, New Zealand, and
many parts of the USA. WJudy (Bennett) Flanders
resides in Whitter. Now retired from teaching, she
enjoys gardening, quilting, reading, traveling and
knitting. She volunteers at her church and is active
in the AAUW and P.E.O. WBob Blechen is a retired
manager/consultant whose volunteer activities include
coaching youth and adult sports and serving on various
boards of directors and advisory groups, and a stint as
Whittier College alumni board president (1982-83). An
inductee into the Semi-Pro Football Hall of Fame, Bob
was included in the NFL project “Football America,”
which became both a television special and book.
His interests include camping, especially in Yosemite;
he has also traveled to Eastern and Western Europe.
WTed and Connie (Ayers) Hanson live in Moreno
Valley. They enjoy travel in their RV, and have also
been to Europe. Interests for both include reading,
hiking, and their family. WDick Honn retired after
30 years with IBM. He is a commissioner with the Oro
Valley Stormwater Utility and enjoys volunteering and
computers. WPenny (Horvath) Paulus is a retired
owner/operator of a trophy business, and currently
serves as a hospital chaplain. Past president of the
Chamber of Commerce, she serves on several community boards and volunteers with the Presidential
Library Foundation. “A highlight of my volunteerism
was serving with Congressman David Dreier in community service activities.” Penny has traveled to Europe,
Tahiti, Carribean Islands, and by RV to many places
in the USA. WTom Houston is in the insurance/
investment sales business. Happily married to Cindy
(Hall) ’67, the pair enjoy watching their five grandchildren compete in athletics. Tom enjoys body surfing,
biking, and walking, and belongs to a toy train club.
He volunteers with the Water Quality Board of Newport
Beach and the Balboa Island Improvement Association.
Tom has traveled to Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Tahiti
and Canada. He has also had two great train trips on
the American Orient Express. WStan Huddleston is a
retired social worker with CPS and owned and operated
a printing business. He is also a licensed Christian
minister. He currently is a professional musician with
the High Sierra Jazz Band—a group that has traveled
extensively over the past 35 years. WDick Kraft
retired after 30+ years in the social studies department
at Los Altos High School. He has served as president
of California Social Studies Council and on the
Board of Directors of the National Council for Social
Studies. He was also one of the first five social studies
teachers to receive advanced certification from the
National Council of Social Studies. Dick and wife Judy
(Osborn) ’60 enjoy traveling and have been to Europe,

Canada, and Central America, though the place they
enjoy most is Maui. Dick is also quite involved in
the First United Methodist Church in Whittier. WJan
(McClure) Guthrie has been happily married to Dave

for 49 years and is the owner of a sesquicentennial
farm in Indiana that has been in the same family
since 1826. She volunteers as a life skills trainer for
foster children, has organized three family reunions,
and is a member of ALA National Library Media Center
award-winning team. Jan is also a cancer survivor and
enjoys reading, travel, technology, geneology, and
quilting. WPhil O’Brien is a retired librarian and has
volunteered at Huntington Library since 1997. He was
awarded the British Library Association’s Bestermann
Medal for his bibliography of T.E. Lawrence and was
inducted into the Whittier College Athletic Hall of
Fame for his 12 years as the Poets’ cross country
coach. His interests include book collecting and
cycling, and he has ridden across the U.S. by bicycle
twice: once in 1994 and again in 2009. WMarried to
Penny (Horvath) ’61, Dick Paulus is a retired L.A.
County firefighter. His hobbies include trains, birds,
gardening, table tennis, and RV travel. Dick is active
in his church, the Kiwanis, and Knights of Columbus;
he also volunteers for the local historical society and
the Red Cross. He has received honors from the Kiwanis
and was inducted into his high school Hall of Fame.
WLaurie (Pekelder) Corbett-Patterson writes:
“I am a retired teacher and was a Broadoaks Fellow in
the 1970s. Husband Dale and I have enjoyed traveling
to many far away, as well as domestic, destinations,
but our favorite overseas adventures were in Australia
and China. Our most sobering trip was being in London
on 9/11, with the realization that we were outside of
the U.S.—all access was closed, telephone lines were
jammed, and there was no way to know how far the
events of the day were going to reach. Even though
we were disconnected from their family, we witnessed
support all over London. We were outside the gates at
Buckingham Palace on 9/13, where, for the first time
in history, the queen ordered the U.S. National Anthem
to be played. On 9/14 we attended the memorial at
St. Paul’s Cathedral. The U.S. Embassy became a hub
of activity with outpouring of sympathy. Londoners

Class of 1961

>> C heck out our Facebook Fanpage @ www.facebook.com/WhittierCollegeAlumni!
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would come up to us on the street and say, ‘We are so
sorry.’ We were not alone.” WCarolyn (Shigetomi)
Uyeda retired after teaching kindergarten for 25
years. She enjoys traveling, her four grandchildren and
getting together with her Whittier College roommates.
WPeggy (Sprout) Oliver began her teaching career
in 1961 and has been a consultant for education
at UCLA, supervisor with California Department of
Education for 18 years, specialist and dean of California
Career and Vocation Education, and program manager
of Family and Consumer Sciences. She recalls being
part of the first microwave testing on the Whittier
campus as part of her home economics major—
“Our class was amazed that cupcakes baked in
4 seconds!”—and she earned honors as Outstanding
Home Economist of the Year at the district and
state level. Today, she is involved in Soroptimism
International Professional Business Women, focusing on improving the lives of women and girls. Peggy
enjoys geneology, kite flying, and her four grandchildren. WBob Starkey is happily married to wife
Barbara, lives in San Diego, and has retired from the
University of California, San Diego. WJudy (Stratton)
Cooper and husband Stan reside in Mill Valley. Judy

enjoys reading, biking, and sewing, volunteers at a
middle school, and teaches calligraphy. WSue (Stuber)
Bartholomew retired from teaching middle school,
and her interests include traveling and gardening.

’64

Class Agent
Dr. John H. Crow
P. O. Box 607
Hackettstown, NJ 07840

Kathy (Kingsbury) Dobrzycki and husband Len
visited Machu Picchu and the Galapagos Islands. She is
still involved with The Children’s Museum in La Habra
and enjoys her four grandchildren. WMary (Tweedy)
Burry is president of Paladin Radiology and works
part-time as a radiologist. In 2010, she worked with
Medical Teams International in Haiti following the
earthquake and cholera epidemic. She also volunteers
with the U.S. Navy in Nicaragua and Panama.

’66

ing, service, and compliance to ensure teaching
excellence and fulfillment of the University's vision
and mission.

’73
Class of 1966

’68

Class Agents
Mrs. Penny S. (Carns) Fraumeni
2314 Los Bentos Drive
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745-4618
Mrs. Barbara L. (Brucher) Sentell
307-16th Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740-6516

Class Agent Penny (Carns) Fraumeni has been named
California's 2011 National Distinguished Principal
and traveled to Washington, D.C. for a White House
reception. She has four decades of experience working
in education, and 15 years ago she started the K-8
Fairgrove Academy that allowed her to turn an underperforming school into a top-ranked academy. In 2008,
she received the Alumna Achievement Award from the
Whittier College Alumni Association.

’70

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Marijane Axtell Paulsen has been appointed as the

chief academic officer at Jones International University
(JUI). In this role, Paulsen will be responsible for
leading and managing the entire range of academic
activities for JIU including oversight of the University's
curriculum, instruction, assessment of student learn-

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Artist Linda Vallejo’s exhibit, A Prayer for the Earth,
is the opening installation in the Contemporary Artist
Series 2012 at the Museum of the Southwest located in
Midland, Texas. Years in the making, her latest exhibit
is part of a tribal series resulting from 30 years of
studying Native American traditions.

’76

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Steven Ai volunteers for many non-profit organiza-

tions. His interests include automobiles. WLeeAnn
(Bon) Tyler has taught kindergarten for Paramount

Unified School District for 35 years. She belongs to the
Whittier Historical Society and Whittier Cultural Arts
Foundation, and served as assistant organist at two
different churches for 15 years. LeeAnn did a lot of
traveling while being a member of a Christian teachers’ musical group and attended the conventions of
Christian Educators Association International. WCarol
(Caldwell) Carpenter is happily married to husband

Carl. She enjoys her job as a teacher and plans to retire
soon. Carol has traveled extensively and “has fallen
in most European countries.” WMargret (Donellan)
Todd is a librarian for Los Angeles County and enjoys

life with husband David. WCristina (Durazzo)
Gardner is a speech-language pathologist and lives

in Whittier. WDebbie (Hamamoto) Shimizu notes:
“After graduation, I lived in Japan for 2.5 years. I am

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Diana (Arcadi) Cooper is enjoying a working

retirement (substitute teaching) after 20+ years of
full time. Her 12 grandchildren keep her busy between
RV trips and football games. Her oldest son is a head
football coach.
Class of 1976
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>> What’s great about Whittier College? Help us compile a list of
the 125 greatest things about the College. Email your answer to
therock@whittier.edu.

Community College, whose hobbies include painting,
reading, gardening and yoga. She loves her job, her
husband, and traveling to many diverse places. WJudy

Class of 1981

happily married, currently executive director for the
National Association of Social Workers, and serve as a
policy analyst for the governor of Hawaii.” WMonica
(Hehlen) Wilson likes hiking, biking, movies, travel,

and reading, and is an active volunteer at her church.
“I have been to Europe three times and also traveled
to China, Japan, Brazil, Peru, Tahiti, Australia, and
many places in North America.” WPenny (Howes)
Klabude lives in Medford, OR. She recently retired

and is enjoying exploring new horizons with husband
Kevin. WKaren Klebingat has two children and one
grandchild, and is a Spanish language interpreter
for the Los Angeles County Superior Court System.
WDarlene (Koucky) Balkus is married with three
children. She lives close to Whittier College and enjoys
drawing, painting, and lettering. WSue (Larkins)
Alesi is “happily married to husband and soul mate
Tony,” and the pair traveled to Ireland in 2001. Her
hobbies are horseback riding and sewing, and she
received the CTA “Who’s Who” award for education.
WJeanette (Lee) Jourdier works in advertising sales.
“I was married at 39, had a son at age 43, and later
was the primary caregiver for my mom who lived
to be 102 years old.” She has traveled extensively,
including Mexico, China, Hong Kong, Hawaii, Alaska,
Canada, Ireland, and England. WMaura (Lee) Yee
is a technical editor in Hawaii, is happily married,
and enjoys volunteer work and travel through Europe
and Asia, as well as the U.S. WPeter Makowski

is a volunteer with the American Lung Association,
works in health administration, and was named one
of the Top 50 healthcare leaders by the Los Angeles
Business Journal. Peter’s hobbies include travel, wine,
and cars. WSharon (Mason) Paige enjoys life in
Orange County. WCynthia (Norman) Locher and
husband Bill have three amazing children and reside
in Southern California. WElaine Pauley writes: “I
appreciate my time at Whittier and learned valuable
life lessons I still carry with me. I love traveling to
the islands, Europe—anywhere. I find something to
laugh at everyday, and am thoroughly enjoying life.”
WAdele (Perdew) Enright is a librarian at Rio Hondo

(Ball) Rohrbach teaches in the San Ramon Unified
School District and is happily married to husband Dave.
WRoxanne (Schnell) Torosian is a speech-language
pathologist in Southern California. WYolanda Smith
resides in Southern California and likes to travel and
cook. WNancy (Spencer) Kirk notes: “I am retired,
and enjoying a life of adventure. My husband and I
have bicycled all over the United States, Canada and
Europe, and sometimes our two dogs come along—they
love riding in the doggie trailer. My dog Zach and I
also serve as pet therapists.” WConnie (Spencer)
Livingstone is married to John and enjoys life in

Southern California. WCheri (Snyder) Workman is a
kindergarten teacher in Southern California.

’77

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Whittier Union High School District Superintendent
Sandra (Sanchez) Thorstenson has been selected as
California’s nominee for the 2012 American Association
of School Administrators’ National Superintendent of
the Year award.

’78

Class Agent
Mrs. Dottie J. (Blaha) Pendleton
219 Muroc Place
Fullerton, CA 92833-3225

Garth Mills was appointed director of development for

the Virginia Museum of Natural History. In this role, he
is responsible for managing all aspects of fundraising
and constituent relations, as well as supervising the
development department.

’84

Class Agent
Mr. Len W. McLaughlin
25985 Terra Bella Avenue
Laguna Hills, CA 92653-5635

Paula (McVay) Fortson completed 24 years of service
as a Deputy Probation Officer with the Los Angeles
County Probation Department.

’85

Class of 1986

’86

Class Agent
Mrs. Lisa A. (Hoffmann) Abbate
16191 Castile Drive
Whittier, CA 90603-1003

Lisa Garcia-Cordes was one of 30 teachers selected
for the Northrop Grumman Foundation Weightless
Flights of Discovery program that provides educators
with a unique opportunity to participate in microgravity flights and conduct real-life science experiments.
WColin Cushnie and wife Silvia celebrated their
20th wedding anniversary. They recently returned to
Southern California after spending six years in the Bay
Area as part of a temporary work assignment. Colin
has been employed by Southern California Edison for
more than 24 years and is currently the director of
energy planning. Colin and Silvia have three children,
ages 13 to 17.

’98

Class Agent
Mr. Keristofer D. Seryani
521 Meandering Lane
Turlock, CA 95382

Jascha Kaykas-Wolff has been appointed as Mindjet’s
new chief marketing officer, overseeing the company’s
global marketing efforts.

’00

Class Agent
Ms. Mala M. Williams
11703 Norino Dr.
Whittier, CA 90601

Federal agent Jamie Graetz made her TV debut
this spring as a contestant on the reality show,
“The Amazing Race.” WClark Miller retired from the
Navy in August 2009 and recently earned an MBA from
Woodbury University.

Class Agent
Ms. Lanore Larson
5261½ Village Green
Los Angeles, CA 90016-5207

Steve Penn and daughters Maggie and Emmeline are

enjoying life in the Seattle area. Steve is managing
director at CBRE and stays active coaching and with
“all the fun that comes with raising two girls.”

Class of 1996

>> Living or working abroad? Show us your Poet Pride by sending your photo holding
a copy of The Rock or wearing Whittier gear. Submit to therock@whittier.edu.
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Class Notes

’01

Class Agent
Ms. Natalie (Neavez) Candela
421 West Keene Drive
La Habra, CA 90631

Peter Maksimow won the competitive Summer

Roundup Trail Run in Colorado Springs and set a new
record, winning in 44 minutes and 54 seconds on the
tough 12K course. “I just ran it like I was going for
the record…I just went for it.” Peter has been running
since high school and was a member of the Poets
cross country team.

’02

Class Agent
Mrs. Sarah C. H. Gerfen
1760 Larksberry Lane
Simi Valley, CA 93065

Former Poet distance runner and current assistant cross
country and track coach Luis Ibarra won the 3000m
Steeplechase at the Central American & Caribbean
Championships. Ibarra is running for Mexico and is
pursuing qualification for the Pan American Games.

’03

Class Agent
Mr. James Bailey
5579 Timberfalls Rd., NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Jessica (Wilgus) Stewart resides in Huntington Beach

with her husband and two daughters, Bella and Sophia.

’04

Class Agent
Ms Tami Hallman-Neavez
1128 Alden Glen Drive
Moody, AL 35009

Marlene Menondji Houngbedji, author of Beyond

Those Hills, is a finalist in the Military Writers Society
of America 2011 Book Awards.

’06

Class Agent
Ms Jan Williams
13535 Dunton Drive
Whittier, CA 90605

Ulli Wermuth is among five finalists selected by the

European Baseball Coaches Association (EBCA) as
candidates for "2011 Coach of the Year.” Wermuth
coaches for the German Baseball Academy and is head
coach for the youth-oriented Mainz Athletics team.
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’09

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Anthony Pomponio competed for the top prize

in Olympic weightlifting in the 2011 National
Weightlifting Championships. He ranked eighth out
of 19 competitors in his weight class.

’10

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Melanie Abe, staff assistant to Congresswoman
Loretta Sanchez (D-California), was profiled in D.C.
journal The Hill. In the article she notes: “I am fully
confident that this is what I want to do. You can serve
in the military, but being a public servant [is] one of
the best ways for me, personally, to serve my country.”
WJordan Arnold is a program manager at Z2Live, a
Seattle-based mobile gaming company that is getting
ready to release its latest iPhone game, Battle Nations.
WYasmin Khorram produced her first news feature
for CNN, a segment dealing with Posttraumatic Stress
Disorder. Khorram began working with CNN while still
a student at Whittier College—completing two summer
internships in its West Coast bureau. She also helped
establish the campus television news program, QCTV.

’11

Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED

Bryanna Benedetti, 2011 Fulbright Fellow, has begun

her nine-month fellowship project in Sri Lanka, during
which she will conduct research on the role that youth
organizations play in achieving lasting peace in a
post-war society. As noted in her blog: “Today was an
absolute blast! I got to meet ex-government officials
and actors, talk to a Sri Lankan Aussie about American
politics, make friends young Naval Officer stationed in
Galle, amaze the crowd by eating with my hands, and
all this before 5 p.m. I’d say a pretty awesome Day 3
in Sri Lanka. I can’t even begin to imagine what the
next months will bring!” WDavid Harpster is working
at the Better Business Bureau in San Diego and was
recently interviewed by the local Spanish-language
television station, Telemundo, for a story about an
Internet company that was reportedly selling fraudulent passports and immigration documents.

IN MEMORIAM
’33 Virginia (Keasbey) Moorhead, April 25, 2011.
’33 Lila (Wing) Kishbaugh, May 31, 2011.
’34 Ione Olney, September 13, 2011.
’35 Dorothea (Irwin) Caylor, August 21, 2011.
’36 Elizabeth Saunders, May 25, 2011.
’37 Bill Meeker, February 15, 2012.

’38 Virginia (Reed) Clemens, July 14, 2011.
’40 Ruth (Kulp) McGuckin, June 17, 2010.
’40 Frank Nelson, October 2, 2011.
’40 George Parker, November 28, 2011.
’42 Martha (Fong) Mew, October 30, 2011.
’42 Barbara (Daley) Grundt, July 26, 2011.
’42 Ruth (DeVries) Christiansen, January 17, 2012.
’42 Esther (Fukushima) Oka, August 30, 2011.
’43 Marilyn (Crawford) McClure, March 2011.
’43 Erlene (Woodward) Mele, December 18, 2011.
’44 Edward Ruxton, August 14, 2011.
’45 Betty Jo (Adams) Griffith, December 11, 2011.
’45 Janet (Whittemore) Wood, August 2, 2011.
’46 Ruth Leger, October 23, 2011.
’47 Frances (Folts) Taylor, July 2, 2011.
’47 Helen (Heard) Wright, July 31, 2011.
’49 John Aranguren, January 13, 2012.
’49 Barbara (Dukes) Rayburn, date unknown.
’49 Robert Freeborn, August 20, 2011.
’49 Harvey Pedersen, November 30, 2011.
’49 Jack Thompson, August 21, 2011.
’50 Don Wilson, August 31, 2011.
’50 Craig Wright, March 6, 2011.
’51 Jim Kerr, June 13, 2011.
’51 Thora Jo (Thompson) Jervey, January 31, 2012.
’51 Dorothy (Smith) Conover, January 14, 2012.
’51 Doris (Strandberg) Fernandez, October 1, 2011.
’52 William M. Campbell, September 23, 2011.
’52 Jack Kohlbush, November 25, 2011.
’53 Elden Hughes, December 4, 2011.
’53 Delbert Harral, March 26, 2011.
’53 Joyce (Kirby) Hanson, July 28, 2011.
’54 Dwight Hoelscher, November 9, 2011.
’54 Bruce Shepherd, January 19, 2010.
’55 Eugene Ballock, July 3, 2011.
’57 Bill Lennertz, October 15, 2011.
’57 William Mehl, January 7, 2012.
’58 Richard “Dick” Beam, May 3, 2011.
’58 Neill Richards, July 15, 2011.
’58 Richard Shouse, November 20, 2011.
’59 Karol Fisk, November 22, 2011.
’59 Diane (Passage) Gray, March 6, 2011.
’60 Gladys (Piper) Lacey, March 16, 2011.
’61 Harriet (Duncan) Nelson, November 13, 2011.
’61 Richard Parker, June 2, 2011.
’61 Fran (Tompkins) Clogston, October 8, 2011.
’62 Judith (Boetticher) Ritter, August 26, 2011.
’62 Gus Velasco, October 7, 2011.
’62 Walt Wilson, October 26, 2010.
’64 Colleen Riley, August 31, 2011.
’66 Steven Morgan, May 20, 2011.
’66 Ella (Stegenga) Jefferson, December 26, 2011.
’67 Sheryl Barnard, December 16, 2011.
’73 Steve Hyde, July 28, 2011.
’75 Al Jones, August 29, 2011.
’75 Garland Walker, July 22, 2011.
’77 Alvina (Chang) Shonborn, January 10, 2012.
’84 Frances (Chesters) Smith, December 26, 2011.
’84 Kathy Schmierer, January 19, 2012.

>> In the spring, love letters between Richard Nixon ’34 and his future bride,
Pat, were on display at the Nixon Library in honor of Pat’s 100th birthday.
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Whittier College Board of Trustees
Chairman

Trustees Emeriti

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

Donald J. Herrema ‘74

Richard H. Deihl ’49, D.B.A. ‘84

Sharon D. Herzberger

Rayburn S. Dezember ’53,

President

Secretary
Ruth B. Shannon, L.H.D. ’92

Treasurer
Vincent J. Daigneault ’85

L.H.D. ‘94, P ’78, ’86, ’94
Alfred J. Gobar ’53, M.A. ’55, Ph.D.,
L.H.D ’05, P ’88, ’96
Charlotte D. Graham, L.H.D. ’99
Willard V. Harris, Jr. ’55, L.H.D ’02,

James M. Brown ’71
Christopher Caldwell P’13
Derek M.F. Chan ’79

P ’80, ’87
Sharon (Ettinger) McLaughlin
P ’85, ’88, ’90

Charlotte D. Borst
Vice President for Academic Affairs
and Dean of Faculty
Penelope Bryan
Dean of Whittier Law School
Robert J. Coleman
Special Assistant to the President and
Executive Director of Athletics

Peter E. Feinberg ’82

Caroline (Patterson) Ireland ’43

Richard I. Gilchrist ‘68, P ’06, ‘07

R. Chandler Myers, J.D., LL.D. ’88

James Dunkelman

Barbara (Ondrasik) Groce ’57

Hubert C. Perry ’35

Vice President for Finance

Cary (Baker) Halio ’95

Anthony R. Pierno ’54, L.H.D. ‘00, P ’84

and Administration

Wayne Harvey ’60

Elden L. Smith ’62

Jeanne Ortiz

Yuki Hayashi P ’10

Judith A. Swayne ’63

Vice President and Dean of Students

Edwin Keh ’79, P ’11, ’15

Maxine M. Trotter ’47, P ’72

William Larson W.L.S. ’85,
H.D.L ’05, P ’13
Alan H. Lund ’71
David D. Mandarich P ’97

Fred R. Pfursich

President Emeritus

Vice President for Enrollment

Eugene S. Mills, Ph.D., LL.D.,

Elizabeth Power Robison

L.H.D., LL.D

Vice President for Advancement

James E. Mitchell, J.D. ’62
James R. Parks
Richard S. Ruben
Geoffrey C. Shepard ’66
Geraldine (Beatty) Shepard ’90, P ’97
Keith Swayne
Kate Wiley P ’11
Donald E. Wood, L.H.D. ’98
Robert Zemsky ’62

Alumni-AT-Large
Victor Griego, Jr. ’78
John K. Fitzgerald WLS ’93
Brad R. Woolsey ’69

President of the
Alumni Board
Steven Weston ’83

POET pete. Flanked by President Sharon Herzberger and Chairman for the Board of Trustees Don Herrema ’74, newly hooded
Pete Dawkins proudly displays his Whittier College accolade, an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters (L.H.D.). Herrema, a
longtime friend and colleague of Dawkins, arranged the visit for Whittier Weekend 2011, ensuring the legendary football player,
entrepreneur, and military vet had the opportunity to fully experience—and contribute—to his new, honorary alma mater.

>> Nine New Alumni chapters are now established/getting started.
get involved. contact Alumni Relations at alumni@whittier.edu.
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S e n io r

Mo m e n t s

angel
gonzalez ’12

sets high
standards
Hometown: Bell Gardens, California.
Major: Environmental Science & Spanish
(Dual Major).
Clubs: Amigos Unidos (4 years); M.E.Ch.A
(3 years); Quaker Campus (3 years); Asian
Student Association (2 years); Resident Advisor
(2 years); ASWC Senate (1 year); Peer Mentor
(1 year); Asst. Program Coordinator of Ortiz
Programs (2 years).
Honors: NASPA Undergraduate Fellow;
TELACU Chevron Scholarship Recipient; Alianza
de los Amigos Leadership Award; Benjamin
A. Gilman International Scholarship Recipient;
Emerging Student Leader Award.
to me, Whittier College means: Family,
unity, scholarship, and integrity. [It] has
granted me an array of opportunities that
have made me grow as an individual, scholar
and leader, and there is no other place I could
have imagined myself being.
plans post-graduation: Attend graduate
school for a degree in higher education and
student affairs.
Most interesting class taken: Art 3D my
freshmen year. For a “Type A” personality like
myself it was really hard to hone in to the
small abstract part of my brain. It was also
great to learn how to use skill saws and learn
how to weld!
Most challenging class taken: Chemistry
with Professor Priscilla Bell was without a
doubt the hardest class I’ve ever taken here
at Whittier.
Classes I wish I had taken: More history
classes, because I really enjoy learning not just
about the past but from the past. I also would
have loved to have taken another class with
Professor McEnaney.
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Best thing about being an Orthogonian:
Everything! What I have gained through the
Orthogonian Society I will cherish and put into
practice every day of my life.
During my semester abroad in Costa
RicA: I stayed with my “Tica” family in the
Monteverde Rainforest, where I studied sustainability and the environment. I traveled along
the Pacific and Caribbean coast, meeting various
individuals that inspired me. I helped at various
reforestation organizations that focused on community outreach and education. I traveled to a
small island of the Nicoya peninsula, traveled
to El Castillo in Nicaragua, and also stayed at an
indigenous community called Yorquin.
securing an internship in Costa RicA:
I created and managed the first ever Eco Fest,
focusing on sustainability, nature, and art. I
invited various artisans from the local region,
as well as organizations that focused on
reforestation, conservation, and awareness. I
created an alternative energy booth, in which
I provided bilingual displays and brochures.
With a focus on solar energy, I also created
four different solar cooker models. Concluding
my internship, I shared this project at a symposium, where I delivered my presentation in
English and Spanish.

I also participated in a summer
internship in Wyoming: Where I worked as
a camp counselor for the second consecutive
year with the C5 Youth Foundation. I advised/
mentored six young men from inner city Los
Angeles, and led activities such as Leadership
U, Social Awareness Program, Expanding
Horizons, Express, and Cabin Insights. What I
learned from [these young men] is priceless.
Advice to incoming freshmEn: Leave
Whittier a better place than what you found
it. Never doubt yourself; it’s all about growth
and for you to discover what you are capable
of accomplishing.
Childhood ambition: A firefighter, because
I wanted to help others.
ultimate career goal: Work with college
students. I want the chance to make a difference,
serve as a mentor, and offer help and guidance
that I once needed from someone else.
most surprising thing I’ve learned at
whittier: You can accomplish what you want,
[but] you must set your standards high, discipline yourself, persevere through all the odds,
and make a goal or dream a reality.

Chinese Language and Culture

		 Summer Youth Academy
Whittier College is offering three exciting summer
sessions for youth in grades 5 through 10 (ages 11-16),
in partnership with the Chinese Language and Culture
College of Huaqiao University, Xiamen, China.
• Learn the Chinese language
• Practice Chinese art and handicrafts
• Experience Chinese culture and tradition
Cost: $250 per student, per session. Three sessions
offered, with options to take a 1-week, 2-week or
3-week program.

Sessions offered at:
Whittier College
13406 E. Philadelphia St.
Whittier

Session 1: July 30 - August 3
Session 2: August 6 - 10
Session 3: August 13 - 17

To enroll, or for more information visit:
www.whittier.edu/ChineseAcademy or call 562.907.5047.

Explore Arts of Los Angeles

with Whittier College Faculty!
October 23-25*

Whittier College’s Los Angeles Integrated Arts Program (LAIAP)
invites parents, alumni, and other friends to experience this unique,
three-day arts immersion course exploring the visual and
performance culture of Los Angeles. Led by Whittier College faculty,
this hands-on, multi-disciplinary course will involve analysis,
discussion, excursions, and other fieldwork opportunities.

For more information and to enroll, contact Lia Kozatch
Center for Collaborations with the Arts
562.907.5042
lkozatch@whittier.edu
www.whittier.edu/LAArts
*Precedes Whittier Weekend 2012.
Please note, a four-week version of this course will be offered for academic credit during
Summer Term, August 1-28, as well as a semester length (12 unit) version in Fall 2013.
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ENROLL IN CLUB 125

TO HONOR YOUR FAVORITE PROFESSOR!

This year, Whittier College is celebrating 125 Years of Defining Leadership. We invite your involvement as we
reflect on the College’s illustrious history and prepare for its future as a model for extraordinary student learning.
IN HONOR OF
DR. HARRY
NERHOOD
 ou were my
Y
inspiration
when I became
a teacher.
—Sunya L.
Felberg ’53

In particular, we want to honor members of the College’s faculty, past and present, who have “defined leadership”
in the classroom and have made a difference in the lives of so many graduates.
Your participation with a gift of $125 or more to the Whittier Fund during the anniversary year will enroll
you in Club 125. Through your membership, you will have the opportunity to honor a favorite professor—past
or present—of your choosing, and you will also receive recognition for your role in preserving Whittier’s excellent
education for students well into the future.
All Club 125 tribute messages will be posted on the College’s website for everyone to enjoy and (when
possible) will be sent to the person honored or their family.

JOIN TODAY @ www.whittier.edu/Club125

